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Youth Regional Affairs Dialogue 2022 Programme Factsheet

About the Dialogue

Organised by Nanyang Technological University-University Scholars Programme (NTU-
USP) and supported by Temasek Foundation, Youth Regional Affairs Dialogue 2022 is a
platform for university students in Asia to enhance their leadership skills and broaden their

understanding of geopolitics.

Participants will have an opportunity to develop an appreciation of Asia’s interwoven
geopolitical structure through discussions on economics, politics, and society. They can also
build a deeper understanding of governance and policies across Asia as they build friendships

through cross-cultural exchanges.

Programme Details
Held for the third time running, the Youth Regional Affairs Dialogue 2022 will be held from
234 — 315t July 2022 at the NTU campus in Singapore. 80 youth leaders (40 from top Asia

universities and 40 from top Singapore universities) will be selected for the dialogue.

Centred around the theme of social cohesion in the region, participants will be assigned to
one of the five dialogue sub-themes: (a) Culture and Identity, (b) Income Inequality and Social
Mobility, (c) Growing Intergenerational Divide, (d) Media, Information and Technology, and (e)
Healthcare and Well-Being. More information on the conference theme and sub-themes can

be found at the end of this factsheet in Annex 1.
With rigorous academic guidance offered by NTU faculty, participants will be challenged to

critically analyse the issue of social cohesion in Asia in relation to their assigned sub-theme,
as well as formulate viable solutions that can mitigate and bridge the divides and disruptions.

Benefits for Dialogue Participants

Participants will receive travel support which includes airfare, accommodation in Singapore,
and living allowance for the entire duration of the dialogue.
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Through the week-long programme, participants will also be able to attend multi-disciplinary
talks, dialogues with expers, discourse with peers of different cultures, learning journeys, and
professional workshops.

Application Process
Applications will begin on 215t January 2022 until Sunday, 13" March 2022, 2359 (SGT).
and selected students will be informed of their offers by April 2022. For more information,

please refer to the Application Instructions document.

Please contact Angela/Celine at dialogue @ntu.edu.sqg for inquiries about the dialogue. More

information on the programme will also be available soon here.

We wish you all the best and look forward to receiving your application.

To contact the organiser:

Nanyang Technological University
NTU-University Scholars Programme
Premier Scholars Programme Office
61 Nanyang Drive

Academic Block North, ABN-B2b-11
Singapore 637335

Email: dialogue@ntu.edu.sg

Tel: +65 6908 3345



mailto:dialogue@ntu.edu.sg
https://www.ntu.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/premier-scholar-programmes/ntu-university-scholars-programme/news-events#Content_C001_Col01
mailto:dialogue@ntu.edu.sg
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Annex 1: Dialogue Theme

Conference Theme: Social Cohesion in Asia

Over the past year, numerous obstacles to social cohesion have emerged or expanded
within the Asian region. Social cohesion can be defined as the capacity of a society to
ensure the welfare of all its members, minimizing disparities and avoiding polarization. From
the tensions brought about by the global Covid-19 pandemic to the rising geopolitical unrest
and competition globally, these issues threaten to undermine social cohesion within the
region and its nations. These threats to social cohesions are worrisome as social cohesion is
often the precursor to the discussion and solution of deep-seated social inequality and many
other geopolitical issues.

In response to these rising threats, this Dialogue will hone in on social cohesion and
specifically focus on five sub-themes inextricably related to it; 1) Culture and ldentity, 2)
Income Inequality and Social Mobility, 3) A Growing Intergenerational Divide, 4) Media,
Information and Technology and 5) Healthcare and Well-Being. These sub-themes are not
mutually exclusive and are interrelated.

Sub-theme 1: Culture and Identity

Culture and identity are important concepts to strengthening social relations and ties.
Discrimination may stem from issues of identity, with identity encompassing a range of diverse
aspects, such as gender, race, ethnicity, religion, etc. Identity is a politically sensitive issue,
and the social cohesion of minority and majority groups are delicate issues to maneuver. In
cities with large immigrant populations, social integration is key to reducing xenophobia.

Sub-theme 2: Income Inequality and Social Mobility

Economic inclusion is an important aspect of social cohesion. This encompasses issues like
rectifying inequality, providing equal access to opportunities, and improving social mobility.
Most countries do focus on related policies by providing safety nets or social welfare to
vulnerable groups. While focusing on payouts is one way of improving social cohesion, there
is still the social aspect to consider, such as the prevalence of marginalized communities,
notions of social class and equal access to opportunities. For example, all over the world,
students faced challenges as classes shifted online due to the lack of reliable internet access
or technology. This is especially so for those who come from disadvantaged backgrounds.
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Sub-theme 3: Growing Intergenerational Divide

With an aging population in many cities all over the world, the intergenerational divide poses
an additional challenge to social cohesion. With the context of the COVID-19 situation, there
remains much room for improvement in communicating social safety nets or health information
to the elderly, especially in the employment of technology for processes such as contact
tracing. Patient and clear communication is important to bridging the intergenerational gap.

Sub-theme 4: Media, Information and Technology

The prevalence of social media platforms as a way of information dissemination has changed
the landscape of communication in countries all over the world. While the viral nature of social
media platforms allows timely dissemination of news, they may also have propagated the
spread of fake news. The spread of fake news may take a toll on the citizens’ mental health,
causing unnecessary worry in the population. At the same time, the large variety of media
sources globally may also make it hard for citizens to absorb or stay afloat with the latest
updates.

Sub-theme 5: Healthcare and Well-Being

Healthcare and well-being are topics clearly relevant in a global pandemic. Some related
issues include accessibility, accurate information dissemination for health advisories, mental
health, and work-life balance issues during a global pandemic. Issues of accessibility are even
more salient with classes moving online, as lecturers must now consider how the new medium
impacts students with disabilities.
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About Nanyang Technological University

A research-intensive public university, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU
Singapore) has 33,000 undergraduate students and postgraduate students in the colleges of
Engineering, Business, Science, and Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences, and the
Interdisciplinary Graduate School.

NTU is also home to world-class autonomous institutes — the National Institute of
Education, S Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Earth Observatory of Singapore,
and Singapore Centre for Environmental Life Sciences Engineering — and various leading
research centres such as the Nanyang Environment & Water Research Institute (NEWRI)
and Energy Research Institute @ NTU (ERI@N).

Ranked amongst the world’s top universities by QS, NTU has also been named the world’s
top young university for the past seven years. The University’s man campus is frequently
listed among the Top 15 most beautiful university campuses in the world and has 57 Green
Mark-certified (equivalent to LEED-certified) buildings, of which 95% are certified Green
Mark Platinum. Apart from its main campus, NTU also has a campus in Novena, Singapore’s
healthcare district.

Under the NTU Smart Campus vision, the University harnesses the power of digital
technology and tech-enabled solutions to support better learning and living experiences, the
discovery of new knowledge, and the sustainability of resources.

For more information, visit www.ntu.edu.sg

About Temasek Foundation

Temasek Foundation supports a diverse range of programmes that uplift lives and
communities in Singapore and beyond. Collectively, our programmes strengthen social
resilience, foster international exchange, enhance regional capabilities, advance science
and protect the planet for a sustainable world. Temasek Foundation’s programmes, made
possible through philanthropic endowments gifted by Temasek, strive towards achieving
positive outcomes for individuals and communities now, and for generations to come.


http://www.ntu.edu.sg/
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Managed by Temasek Foundation, this programme is part of a series of regional youth

exchange programmes that bring together like-minded youths across Asia to learn, bond
and build friendships. The various programmes cover one or more areas of interest that
include arts and culture, science and technology, as well as entrepreneurship and
innovation. Such programmes provide youth with opportunities to come together as one
community to connect and learn through common interests and foster better understand and
empathy across different communities.

For more information on Temasek Foundation, visit https://www.temasekfoundation.org.sq/

About Nanyang Technological University — University Scholars Programme
The Nanyang Technological University — University Scholars Programme (NTU-USP) is
committed to providing an intellectually stimulating environment for students to explore the

realms which complement each student’s major areas of study.

Our programme takes a holistic approach where classes are delivered in small groups, with
maximised interaction and engagement. NTU-USP students consider fundamental questions
about arts, culture, and science from interdisciplinary perspectives, and are exposed to
exciting opportunities arising from our unique curriculum. Global focus is a particular feature
of NTU-USP, with travel components encouraging proactive international citizenship and
diversity. The Travel Overseas Programme for Scholars (TOPS) offers all freshmen a
chance to participate in fieldwork and documentation in a regional country. With the NTU-
USP Study Abroad programme, students have the opportunity to spend a semester or more
at any of the NTU-USP partner Universities. Additionally, we offer electives which provide
students with opportunities to venture beyond Singapore’s shores. Students graduate with
broad perspectives and experiences that prepare them well for the challenges and
opportunities in the ever-changing world.


https://www.temasekfoundation.org.sg/
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Application Instructions

Participation Criteria
To be eligible for this dialogue, you must be:

1. Be atleast 18 years of age.

2. Must have completed at least 2 semesters of study with the home university; be an
outstanding student leader with a strong academic and co-curricular involvement, as well
as the ability to act as a youth representative of your home university and country.
Citizen and resident of the country of your home university.

Be able to operate in English, which is the working language of the programme. Please
attach your highest English certification (eg. IELTS, TOEFL), if any. You may be
interviewed through a telephone/Skype interview to show your proficiency in English.

Be able to travel and commit to the entire period of the dialogue in Singapore.
Recommended by your home university.

Be fully vaccinated with WHO EUL vaccines (click here for definition of fully vaccinated) /
medically exempted from Covid-19 vaccination at least two weeks before arrival in

Singapore.

Applicants should also take note that full-time attendance at the dialogue by the selected
participants is mandatory. Participants should be committed to investing time to prepare for and

actively participate in the Youth Forum.

Application Process
Please email the following documents to dialogue@ntu.edu.sg by Sunday, 13" March 2022,

2359 (SGT).

1. Completed application form in PDF format

2. Latest degree transcript in PDF format
3. Highest English certification (eg. IELTS, TOEFL), if any

Please double-check the accuracy of all information provided. Note that you must provide all
information truthfully. Any false data or statement made will subject you to be disqualified from

the programme.


https://safetravel.ica.gov.sg/health/vtsg
mailto:dialogue@ntu.edu.sg
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If your e-mail is successfully received, you will receive an email reply from us. You are not

required to mail your documents to us.

Selection Criteria

A committee from NTU-USP and Temasek Foundation will select the participants based on
principles of equitable geographical representation, balanced gender distribution, diversity of
backgrounds (e.g. age, areas of studies and additional experience), and the quality of the

perso nal statement.

Results of Application
Successful applicants will be notified and given one week to accept the offer. If the applicant is
unable to respond within the one-week deadline, the offer may be revoked and given to other

applicants on the standby list.

If you do not hear from us by 30 April 2022, you may consider your application unsuccessful.
Unsuccessful applicants are welcome to reapply next year. You can keep a lookout for future

events on our website: www.ntu.edu.sg/USP .

TECHNOLOGICAL TEMASEK


http://www.ntu.edu.sg/USP
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

About the Dialogue

1. What is Youth Regional Affairs Dialogue 20227
Organised by Nanyang Technological University-University Scholars Programme (NTU-
USP) and supported by Temasek Foundation, the Youth Regional Affairs Dialogue 2022
is a semi-annual platform for university students in Asia to enhance their leadership skills

and broaden their understanding of geopolitics.

Participants will have an opportunity to develop an appreciation of Asia’s interwoven
geopolitical structure through discussions on economics, politics, and society. They can
also build a deeper understanding of governance and policies across Asia as they build

friendships through cross-cultural exchanges.

2. What is NTU-USP?
As one of NTU’s leading Premier Scholars Programmes, NTU-USP is committed to
providing an intellectually rigorous environment for students to explore realms that
complement their major areas of study at their respective schools. The programme aims
to develop independent thinkers, nurture empathetic leaders, and foster an engaged
community. NTU-USP does this through a highly interdisciplinary curriculum, exciting co-
curricular activities, and immersive cultural experiences in Singapore and overseas that
supplement the core curriculum and general education programme. Find out more about
NTU-USP here.

3. What is Temasek Foundation?
Temasek Foundation supports a diverse range of programmes that uplift lives and
communities in Singapore and beyond. Collectively, our programmes strengthen social
resilience, foster international exchange, enhance regional capabilities, advance
science, and protect the planet for a sustainable world. Temasek Foundation’s
programmes, made possible through philanthropic endowments gifted by Temasek,

strive towards achieving positive outcomes for individuals and communities now, and for


https://www.ntu.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/premier-scholar-programmes/ntu-university-scholars-programme/our-programme
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generations to come.

Our youth programmes bring together likeminded youths from Singapore and across
Asia to learn, bond and build friendships, providing youths with opportunities to come
together as one community to connect and learn through common interests and foster
better understanding and empathy across different countries. Find out more about

Temasek Foundation here.

4. When will the event be held?
YRAD 2022 will be held from 23™ — 315 July 2022.

5. What can | achieve out of this dialogue?
YRAD 2022 aims to nurture and develop future Asian leaders with a regional and global
appreciation of Asia’s interwoven geopolitical structure, with a particular emphasis on
social cohesion. The programme hopes to forge long-term connections between

outstanding undergraduate students as the future leaders of Asia.

With participation from local Singaporean students and international students from all
across Asia, you can expect to make great connections and friendships, as well as learn

more about other countries in greater depth.

Programme

6. What is the topic of discussion in YRAD 20227
YRAD 2022 will focus on Social Cohesion, with 5 sub-themes to be discussed in the
dialogue:
A. Culture & Identity
B. Income Inequality & Social Mobility
C. Growing Intergenerational Divide
D. Media, Information & Technology
E. Healthcare & Well-Being

Guest speakers will also conduct talks about Connectivity Beyond Technology and the


https://www.temasekfoundation.org.sg/
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Paradox of Cohesion.

How and where will YRAD 2022 be conducted?
YRAD 2022 will be held on the NTU campus in Singapore.

If | am not available on certain days, can | participate in part of the programme
only?
Full-time attendance and participation in the dialogue is mandatory. Any leave from

Singapore or the programme during the dialogue duration is strictly not allowed.

What are the Covid-19 precautions taken for the event?

As the Covid situation is still evolving, the organising committee is constantly monitoring
the situation and will adjust the programme logistics accordingly. All participants must be
fully vaccinated/medically exempted to participate in the event. Full compliance with the

prevailing Safe Management Measures as announced by the Singapore Ministry of

Health will be observed.

Shortlisted international applicants who are unable to enter Singapore due to Covid-19
travel restrictions will still be able to participate in the dialogue virtually through Zoom

and forge friendships with other participants through group activities as well.

Cost & Accommodation

10.

Will | need to pay to participate?

Since YRAD is a fully-funded programme, there is no cost to participate. The programme
fee, accommodation, and a stipend for living allowances in Singapore during the
programme will be covered. For international participants, airfare, travel insurance, visa,
transport to and from Changi Airport, and costs for mandatory swab tests for

predeparture from home country and in Singapore will also be covered.

Note: Both travel insurance and visa will be capped at S$80 per pax.
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11. How will I receive the stipend?

Successful applicants will receive their stipend in cash upon arriving on the first day of
the programme. You will also be asked to sign a document to acknowledge the stipend

received.

12. What is the process for receiving my travel insurance?

Subject to your country’s travel insurance policies, we will cover the costs accordingly.

Successful applicants may email us at dialogue@ntu.edu.sg should you require more

information regarding this.

13. Where will accommodation be provided?

To reduce daily travel time to the dialogue venue, participants will receive twin-sharing

accommodation at NTU’s Nanyang Executive Centre.

14. Can I choose to stay elsewhere instead of the accommodation provided?

Staying in the accommodation provided is mandatory for participants.

Applications

15. When is the application period?

Applications will begin on 215 January 2022 and close on 13" March 2022. Selected

students will be informed of their successful application by April 2022.

16. Who can apply?

YRAD welcomes outstanding student leaders in Asia with a strong academic and co-
curricular involvement. If you have these qualifications and a passion for current

geopolitical issues, we invite you to apply.

Priority will be given to undergraduate students. However, graduate students are

welcome to apply as well.

17. How many students will be able to participate?

A total of forty international students and forty local students will be selected for this


mailto:dialogue@ntu.edu.sg
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dialogue.

18. How can | apply for the programme?
Applicants must email an application form together with their transcripts. Shortlisted
candidates will be contacted directly via email. Please check our webpage here to

download the application form.

If you have more queries, please feel free to contact us at dialogue@ntu.edu.sg. However, due

to the high volume of applicants expected, please be patient as we may not be able to respond

to the individual queries immediately.


https://www.ntu.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/premier-scholar-programmes/ntu-university-scholars-programme/news-events#Content_C001_Col01
mailto:dialogue@ntu.edu.sg
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