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Creating Online Content with Overseas Japanese Learners: A Food Review Project Using Onomatopoeia
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This course aims to explore the joy of expressing food through onomatopoeia while analyzing Japanese food descriptions.
Students will examine the functions of onomatopoeia—such as conveying taste, texture, and temperature—and consider
their connections to contemporary Japanese food culture.

Students will also create online content related to food reviews, including videos and art projects.

In the latter part of the course, students will learn basic knowledge about the Japanese language and language learning,
and create a website that incorporates insights from the perspective of Japanese language education.

The course is open to both domestic and international students. Together, students will discover the appeal of food
expression using onomatopoeia and explore variations in Japanese linguistic expression from diverse perspectives.
Through collaboration with the students at the University of Helsinki in Finland, participants will engage in cross-cultural
interaction beyond institutional and cultural boundaries, sharing creative insights through cultural exchange.
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1. Students will be able to plan and implement project activities collaboratively and constructively with group members
from diverse backgrounds.

2. Students will be able to develop creative solutions to given challenges.

3. Students will be able to acquire and effectively apply IT skills necessary for creating and sharing digital content.

4. Students will be able to explain basic knowledge about the Japanese language and Japanese language learning.
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Evaluation Method

Textbook and References
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[Important: Please Check Before Course Registration!]
This course will be conducted in multiple languages, mainly in Japanese, along with Plain Japanese, English, and
occasionally Finnish.
Since the course focuses on reading and analyzing materials in Japanese and producing Japanese-language online
content, participants are expected to have at least Level 4 (Intermediate) proficiency in Japanese.
Group-based content creation will also require additional collaborative work outside of class hours.

[Course Content]
This course consists of three parts:
(1) Lectures on multicultural communication, the Japanese language, and Japanese language learning
(2) Group-based online content creation
(3) Final presentations for sharing reflections and insights

[Schedule]
The content and schedule are subject to change. Please check the latest schedule before taking the course.

Week 1: Orientation (attendance required for those who wish to take the course; registration after Week 2 is not
permitted)

Week 2: First meeting with the University of Helsinki and start of group work
Week 3: Lecture on multicultural communication

Week 4: Lecture on multicultural communication

Week 5: Online content creation

Week 6: Mid-term sharing session with the University of Helsinki

Week 7: Online content creation

Week 8: Online content creation

Week 9: Joint presentation with the University of Helsinki

Week 10: Start of website creation for Japanese language learning

Week 11: Lecture on the Japanese language and language learning

Week 12: Lecture on the Japanese language and language learning

Week 13: Website creation for Japanese language learning

Week 14: Website creation for Japanese language learning

Week 15: Final presentations and course wrap-up
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Evaluation will be based on the project proposal, diary submission, content creation, final presentation, and final report.
The weighting of each component will be announced in advance.

Title Author Publisher Year ISBN/ISSN Classification

URL

Preparation and Review

Practical Skill/Hands-on
Class *Practical classes are
marked with a O.

Students must bring their
own computers to class [Yes

/ No]
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Students are expected to spend approximately three hours per week on out-of-class study. Pre-class preparation and
post-class review are required. Additionally, students will need to engage in group work outside of regular class hours.
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of
preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of

preparation and review outside of class.

https://unipa.bureau.tohoku.ac.jp/uprx/up/bs/bsa001/Bsa00101.xhtml 3/3



