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Japanese Language and Culture Through Visual Media
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This course aims to deepen students' understanding of Japanese society, culture, and history through Japanese films.
Specifically, by learning together, Japanese and international students will share different cultural backgrounds and
perspectives to achieve the following objectives:

Intercultural Understanding By analyzing the themes and values depicted in Japanese films, students will gain a deeper
understanding of Japanese culture while also enhancing their insight into different cultures through comparisons with
their own.

Development of Critical Thinking and Diverse Perspectives Through Japanese films, students will cultivate the ability to
examine social issues from multiple angles and critically evaluate the messages conveyed by the films.

Enhancement of Communication and Collaboration Skills By working together, exchanging opinions, and engaging in
collaborative activities, Japanese and international students will strengthen their intercultural communication and
teamwork skills.
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Cultural Understanding through Japanese Films

Analyze the themes and expressions depicted in Japanese films s to deepen understanding of Japan’s history, society,
and cultural values.

Development of a Multicultural Perspective

Foster cross-cultural understanding by encouraging Japanese and international students to exchange opinions and share
their perspectives.

Enhancement of Critical Thinking Skills

Develop the ability to critically analyze the structure, narrative, and cinematic techniques of Japanese films, enabling
logical and persuasive discussions.

Improvement of Collaborative Skills

Enhance cooperative work skills across cultures through group discussions and collaborative presentations
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Session 1: Introduction and Selection of Japanese Movies to Watch in Class
Session 2:  1st Movie

Session 3: 1st Movie, Discussion of the 1st Movie
Session 4:  2nd Movie

Session 5:  2nd Movie, Discussion of the 2nd Movie
Session 6: 3rd Movie Session

Session 7: 3rd Movie, Discussion of the 3rd Movie
Session 8:  4th Movie

Session 9:  4th Movie, Discussion of the 4th Movie
Session 10: 5th Movie

Session 11: 5th Movie, Discussion of the 5th Movie
Session 12: 6th Movie

Session 13: 6th Movie, Discussion of the 6th Movie
Session 14: Reserve

Session 15: Summary The schedule is subject to change

During discussions, students will be divided into several groups. Each group will select one facilitator who will lead the
discussion and summarize the content to present to the class.
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Grading will be based on an overall evaluation of the following components: (i) class participation, including contribution
to discussions (20%); (ii) the content of reports submitted after watching each film (40%); and (iii) the final paper (40%).
Note that students who are absent four times or more will receive a failing grade.
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Students are required to prepare by studying the Japanese culture and social systems depicted in the films shown in
class.
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Bringing a laptop is not mandatory; however, since the facilitator of each group discussion is required to report on the
content of the discussion, having a laptop would be useful.
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of
preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of

preparation and review outside of class.



