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[EpE4£18] Understanding Miyagi's Traditional Culture (The Sendai Tanabata Festival) (English)
EROEHRXER Lty £oV) (EHEH)

This course provides opportunities for both international and domestic students to develop a better understanding of
Miyagi's traditional culture by learning about the Sendai Tanabata festival. Students will not only explore the historical
background of the festival but also examine current challenges related to the festival and propose solutions to continue
the tradition. Additionally, students will design and create Tanabata decorations and participate in the Sendai Tanabata
Festival. This course is conducted in English. You are expected to have an intermediate level of English proficiency.>
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1. Students will gain fundamental knowledge of the Sendai Tanabata festival.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of Miyagi's traditional culture, by studying the historical background of
the Sendai Tanabata festival and its meaning to local community and businesses.

3. Students will effectively engage in interpersonal communication, and exchange opinions and information.
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[Information updated on March 9, 2026)
Google Classroom Code: tauxdzwk
Please enroll in the Google Classroom by Wednesday, April 8, 2026.

The contents and schedule are as shown below, but subject to change.

Week 1: Introduction 4/9

Week 2: Guest Speaker: Festival and the craftmanship (Machizukuri Support Co., Ltd.) 4/16

Week 3: Sendai Tanabata Festival 4/23

Week 4: Guest Speaker: Learning from the community member (Mutsumiya Craft and Art Store) 4/30
Week 5: Guest Speaker: Learning from the organizer of the festival (Sendai Tanabata Festival Support Association) 5/14
Week 6: Group presentations 5/21

Week 7: Making Tanabata Decorations 6/4

Week 8: Making Tanabata Decorations 6/11

Week 9: Making Tanabata Decorations 6/18

Week 10: Making Tanabata Decorations 6/25

Week 11: Making Tanabata Decorations 7/2

Week 12: Making Tanabata Decorations 7/9

Week 13: Making Tanabata Decorations 7/16

Week 14: Making Tanabata Decorations 7/23

Week 15: Making Tanabata Decorations 8/4 (Tuesday)

[IMPORTANT]

- MANDATORY attendance at the first class meeting (April 9, 2026).

+ This course CANNOT accept students who join from the second week.

+ Please enroll in the assigned Google classroom (you will need to use your Tohoku university DC email account) by



Evaluation Method

Textbook and References
Title

Sendai Tanabata
Matsuri Tanabata
Nanasai

URL

Preparation and Review

Wednesday, April 8, 2026.[Class code: tauxdzwk]

- No classes on Thursday, May 28th and Thursday, July 30th.

- The Sendai Tanabata Festival will take place from Thursday, August 6 to Saturday, August 8, 2026.

3 The schedule and topics are subject to change. Please check the latest syllabus online BEFORE you enroll in this
course.
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Students will be assessed and graded based on the following:
Class participation 30%

Group project 20%

Homework assignments and tasks 20%

Final report 30%

Two (2) late arrivals (more than 20 minutes late) or early leaves equal one (1) absence. More than four (4) absences
(unexcused) will result in a fail (“D"= 0~59%) for the course grade.

All students are expected to complete assignments by the due dates and times specified. However, late work is still
eligible for 50% partial credit.

Any use of generative-Al tools is not allowed and constitutes academic dishonesty in this course. All work must be the
product of the students themselves.
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Author Publisher Year ISBN/ISSN Classification

Emiko Oumi Kazenotoki Henshubu 2007 978-4-9903231-3-4 Reference

M Sendai Tanabata Festival
http://www.sendaitanabata.com/en

Students are required to prepare and review for each class. In addition, students are expected to participate in group
work outside of the class.(Approximately 2 hours per week)
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Practical Skill/Hands-on
Class *Practical classes are
marked with a O.

Students must bring their . .
Yes (April 9th and classes for the group presentations)
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References (handouts) are provided, when needed.
Students must attend the first class session.
The maximum number of participants for this course is 70. If the application exceeds the capacity, the selection will be
conducted.
Google Classroom will be used as the learning platform for this course.
Office hours are from 11a.m. to 1p.m.(JST) on Wednesdays. Face-to-face or online meetings can be arranged by
appointment. The contact information for the lecturer will be given in class.
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of
preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of
preparation and review outside of class.



