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[International Collaborative Learning] Japanese Society from an External Perspective
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This course aims to provide both Japanese and international students with an opportunity to collaboratively explore
fundamental issues in Japanese culture and society, examining their characteristics and significance. Through
discussions between Japanese and international students, participants will deepen their understanding of Japanese
culture while also developing a global perspective and intercultural awareness by comparing their own cultures with
others.
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Comprehensive Understanding of Japanese Culture
Learn about the historical and social aspects of Japanese culture and understand how they influence contemporary
Japan.

Intercultural Comparison and Analysis
Develop the ability to compare Japanese culture with one's own culture and logically analyze similarities and differences.

Enhancement of Communication Skills
Improve intercultural dialogue and collaboration skills through discussions where Japanese and international students
exchange opinions and share diverse perspectives.

Development of Critical Thinking Skills
Critically examine themes related to Japanese culture and approach issues from multiple perspectives.

Practice of Multicultural Learning
Gain experience in deepening learning through group work and collaborative projects with students from different
cultural backgrounds.

Improvement of Expressive Skills in Japanese Culture
Organize and logically present key characteristics of Japanese culture in a clear and comprehensible manner.
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Schedule of the Class Session 1: Introduction and Course Overview

Session 2: Geograpbhical, Topographical, and Ecological Environment
Session 3: Climate and Natural Features (Fido)

Session 4: The Concept of Seken (Japanese Social Norms)

Session 5: Amae (Dependence in Japanese Society)

Session 6: Family and the le System

Session 7: Japanese Language and Its Writing System

Session 8: Hybrid Nature and Hollow Structure of Japanese Culture
Session 9: Shagd (Religious and Cultural Syncretism)

Session 10: Animism

Session 11: Japanese Comedy (Manzai)

Session 12: Japanese Labor and "Capitalism"

Session 13: Transformation and Collapse of Seken

Session 14: Honne and Tatemae (Private vs. Public Face)

Session 15: The Emperor System (Kokutai)

Topics and schedule are subject to change.
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Evaluation Method
Class participation (including attendance, serving as a discussion leader, and submission of reaction papers): 60%
Final report: 40%

Textbook and References
Title Author Publisher Year ISBN/ISSN Classification
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Nobuo lkeda, The
Structure of "Kuuki",
Hakusuisha
Reference Materials
To be distributed as
needed through
GoogleClassroom

URL
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Preparation and Review (A
Before class, please read and understand the assigned Japanese texts as preparation for the in-class discussion.

Practical Skill/Hands-on
Class *Practical classes are
marked with a O.
Students must bring their
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own computers to class [Yes Bringing a computer to class is not required, but it is allowed.
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of
preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of
preparation and review outside of class.



