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Contemporary Chinese politics and Society | |

This course aims to provide students with a basic understanding of contemporary Chinese nationalism. With the birth of
the modern nation-state, people increasingly began to see themselves as a member of a larger political entity—one that
their ancestors could not have even imagined. China is no exception. This course will focus on China in the 1980s, a
period of enormous societal change driven by rapid economic development. During this time, China’s past was rewritten
to align with visions of a better future, giving rise to a new form of Chinese nationalism. What role has the Chinese state
played in this process? What forces have shaped modern Chinese nationalism? And what impact does this new
nationalism have on Chinese society and politics? This course will begin with a general overview of the modern nation-
state and nationalism, followed by an in-depth examination of Chinese nationalism from the 1980s to the present.

By the end of this class, students will have: (1) gained a basic understanding of the relationship between nationalism and
the modern nation-state, (2) acquired specific knowledge about contemporary Chinese nationalism.

Students will be required to read assigned textbook chapters weekly. Each week, one student will be responsible for
summarizing and providing key talking points on the assigned chapter (Generally, we will cover one chapter per week).

Attendance: 10% ; Presentations: 40% ; Contribution to Discussions: 30% ; Term Paper: 20%.

Grosby, S. E. (2005). Nationalism: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press.

Mitter, R. (2020). China’s Good War: How World War Il is shaping a new nationalism. The Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press.

Copies of textbooks are provided upon request.

Students are required to complete the designated reading materials each week and stay updated on ongoing news about
China.

(1) Students are required to prepare multiple presentations throughout the semester. (2) No prior
knowledge of China or Chinese language ability is needed.

One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of

preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of

preparation and review outside of class.
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