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Understanding International Issues
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Making Presentations on International Affairs
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The aim of this course is to gain comprehensive knowledge of international affairs while learning presentation skills. In
today's global society, a number of challenges persist. Security tensions between states are on the increase in various
parts of the world, and disruptive activities of terrorists and extremists are spreading across the globe. Yet cooperative
efforts are also emerging. In particular, international institutions have been established, in areas such as trade,
investment, human rights, and the environment. On the basis of the presentations made by students, this course aims to
promote mutual learning among them on these latest developments.
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- To learn presentation skills
- To gain comprehensive knowledge of international affairs
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Students may make presentations on what they are interested in, since they are allowed to choose the topics of their
presentations. Examples of relevant topics include the following:

- Power politics

- Rise of nationalism

- Energy security

- Economic interdependence

- Free trade through the TPP

- Bright and dark sides of economic development

- Road to democratization

- Salience of NGOs (non-governmental organizations)
- Utility of cultural diplomacy



Evaluation Method

Textbook and References

- Prevention of refugee crises

- Difficult tasks in human rights diplomacy
- Approaches to environmental issues

- Measures to deal with terrorism

- Development of outer space

- Pathway to gender equality

- European integration

- Comparison between Europe and Asia

- Asia-Pacific and the globalizing world
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- Class attendance, class participation, and presentations 60%
- Mid-term exam: 20%
- Final exam: 20%
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- Students are expected to prepare a presentation when it is their turn.

- Students are advised to be attentive to international affairs by reading newspapers and watching news programs
everyday.

- Students are likely to pass this course, as long as they make presentations when they should and participate in class
discussion every week; however, if they want to obtain a good grade in this course, they should be well-prepared for the
exams.
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- Students should make an appointment and visit the course instructor's office when they have questions.
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of

preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of

preparation and review outside of class.



