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[EpE4£18] How Neoliberal Capitalism Shapes Our Mind: Psycho-Cultural Reflections on Mass Culture
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The purpose of this course is to examine the cultural psychological aspects of the political economy of neoliberal
capitalism. One of the main characteristics of neoliberal capitalism is its “shock” character. Beginning around the 1960s,
the rapid development and mass introduction of information technologies, the financial capital (merger of banking and
industrial capital) faced the problem of how to continuously adapt society to constantly changing relations of production
and accustom to new forms of consumption. As one of the founders of management theory Peter Drucker noted that “the
purpose of business is to create a customer”. This technology of permanent “creation” and re-creation of costumer
should have solid theoretical basis and practical effectiveness that would allow increasing intensity of labor exploitation
and at the same time reducing the risks of social discontent and political instability. The solution was the technology of
periodic creation of regulated mass psychoses: “future shocks” according to futurist Alvin Toffler or “shock doctrine”
according to social activist Naomi Klein.

“Neoliberal shock doctrine” is a technology of artificial creation of mass psychosis. The methodological basis of “shock”
manipulations was laid in the 1920s by Edward Bernays on the basis of Freudian analysis in his works on mass
propaganda and in his participation in one of the first political application of “shock doctrine” in 1954 Guatemalan coup
d'état. However, thanks to the post-WWII development of information technologies, cognitive sciences, the chemistry of
psychoactive drugs, as well as the development of psychedelic rock music and counter-culture in general, since the
1960s financial monopolies have been able to develop a methodology of practical use of “shocks” not only in economics,
but also in politics, domestic and international. “Shock therapy” turned out to be an extremely effective tool of affective
disintegration of individual and collective behavior in any country of the world, regardless of ethnic or cultural
characteristics, so that financial capital could re-create it on new principles in accordance with their current interests
and political and economic conditions. The effectiveness of “shock therapy” was so high that by the early 1990s financial
capital created a uniform neoliberal global economic as well as uniform cognitive global space, which is extremely
vulnerable for “shock” manipulations.

Over the decades of its history, neoliberal capitalism has created many examples of the “shock therapy sessions”
functioning from mass violence and state terror during the 1973 Chilean coup d'état to advertising campaigns and
modern viral videos on social networks, which despite their differences are based on similar “shock” mechanism. As a
result, the “shock doctrine” has become not only a universal principle of organizing national and international politics,
economy, media and mass culture, but also the everyday life of modern society. Moreover, information technologies in
the hands of financial monopolies have created conditions when any person from early childhood is formed under the
constant influence of “shock therapy”. As a result, the “neoliberal shock” is no longer just imposed from the outside, but
becomes today an intrinsic intra-psychic aspect of the personality when people not only become open to the
consumption of “shock therapy” from the outside, but also become producers of “shocks” themselves.
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Contents and Progress
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The students will be introduced to cultural and psychological aspects of the Marxist political economy on the example of
neoliberal capitalism and will acquire basic skills in analyzing fiction films dramaturgy.
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The crisis of neoliberal capitalism and the disintegration of the global order are occurring in the same way as during its
formation — that is, in the form of “shocks”. Today, these “shocks” have both local and global dimensions, which is why
participation of students from diverse cultural backgrounds is important for the course. The intercultural participation in
the seminars will not only allow for an examination of the shock aspect of the neoliberal paradigm from the perspective
of the “shock experience” of different countries and regions, but also, through collective discussion, will enable a
comparison of these experiences.

The classes will be held in a mixed lecture-seminar format in form of interactive lectures. The seminars will be
conducted in form of collective discussions of the fiction films (look the list below (the list and sequence of the films may
change) through which we will try to identify the mechanisms of psycho-techniques of “neoliberal shocks”. Real
examples of “shock therapy sessions” (e.g. The Woodstock 1969 (USA), 1973 Chilean coup d'état, Reaganomics (USA),
The Tiananmen Square protests 1989 (China), Russia's shock privatization in 1990s and many other cases that strongly
determine the logic of our lives today, are complex events and are not directly observable, but require special historical
and analytical work. Mass culture, above all movies and music, provide an opportunity for direct observation and
uncovering the mechanisms of shocking psycho-techniques.

We will examine the economic preconditions of capitalism's transition to “shock therapy” beginning in the 1960s, and
different aspects of neoliberal shock. In the main part of the course, we will focus on the psycho-techniques of “shock”
psycho-techniques on the example of American and European films during the era of formation of neoliberal capitalism
1960s — 1980s.

1. Introductory lecture: the mass affective deformation (“shock”) as a “mediating mechanism” on the classic example of
the “capital-labor” relationship during The Industrial Revolution in Britain during 17-18 centuries. The history and
characteristics of “shock events” under financial neoliberal capitalism during the formation of neoliberal capitalism in the
1960s-1980s.

2. Taxi Driver (1976) directed by Martin Scorsese

3. The Warriors (1979) directed by Walter Hill

4. Rosemary's Baby (1968) directed by Roman Polanski

5. E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial (1982) directed by Steven Spielberg

6. Schindler's List (1993) directed by Steven Spielberg

7. Saving Private Ryan (1998) directed by Steven Spielberg

8. The Shining (1980) directed by Stanley Kubrick

9. Full Metal Jacket (1987) directed by Stanley Kubrick

10. Pretty Woman (1990) directed by Garry Marshall

11. The Terminator (1984) directed by James Cameron

12. The Exorcist (1973) directed by William Friedkin

13. Blow-Up (1966) directed by Michelangelo Antonioni/The Conversation (1974) directed by Francis Ford Coppola

14. Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975) directed by Terry Gilliam and Terry Jones

15. Final lecture: The Global Crisis of Neoliberal Capitalism and the Rise of Apartheid States (on the example of two
films Mad Max 2: The Road Warrior (1981) and Nineteen Eighty-Four (1984) directed by Michael Radford)

This course provides only the general principles of the development of capitalism through “shock therapy.” Therefore,
each student, having mastered the principles of shock psychotherapy, will be able to independently analyze the cultural-
psychological mechanisms and dynamics of current and future shock events in the world and in individual countries and
regions, as well as compare them and make decisions about their actions in crisis situations of "shock therapy."
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Students will be assessed and graded based on the following: Attendance 50% and active participation 50% in
discussion. Two (2) late arrivals (more than 20 minutes late) or early leaves equal one (1) absence. More than four (4)
absences (unexcused) will result in a fail for the course grade.

Evaluation Method
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Textbook and References

Title Author Publisher Year ISBN/ISSN Classification

URL

Independent viewing and basic dramatic analysis of one or two films for each class.
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Practical Skill/Hands-on
Class *Practical classes are
marked with a O.
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Comments/Instructions
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of
preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of
preparation and review outside of class.



