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[EpE4£1E] Community Design: Problem-based Learning Project (English and Japanese)
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This course focuses on understanding concepts in relation to community design, such as sustainability and multicultural
symbiosis. Students from diverse cultural backgrounds discuss issues and solutions for community design through a
problem-based learning project. By planning and proposing projects in groups and working on these projects in
cooperation with people who hold different values, students develop the ability to create new values and develop
communication skills. The primary language of instruction is English, but Japanese is used complementarily to support
the project work.
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1. Depen understanding of concepts about community regeneration, and develop the ability to analyze social problems
and think about solutions.

2. Develop the ability to plan and make proposals through group work in ‘community development' projects.

3. Develop communication skills and the ability to make consensus with people from different cultural backgrounds.
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This course helps students plan a project from a g local perspective and develop proposals to community stakeholders.
Students create collaborative projects with diverse actors during the course period, involving stakeholders in the local
communities. To support the projects, several fieldwork sessions will be conducted on-site during weekends. Please
check the schedule and adjust your other commitments accordingly. We will divide students into two groups at the
beginning of this class, and each group works on its own project.

October 2 : Course introduction (overview, assignments, etc.) and warm-up activities
October 9: Exploring community challenges from sustainability and multicultural perspective
October 16: Presentation local issues by community representatives and discussion
October 2 3: Group projects

October 3 0: Group projects

November 6: Group projects

November 1 3: Mid-term presentations

November 2 0: No class

November 2 7: Group projects

November 29 (Sat.): Project Fieldwork: Project 1in a City

November 30 (Sun.): Project Fieldwork: Project 2 in 8 City

December 4 : Group projects

December 11:Groupprojects

December 17:Groupprojects

Decembe r 20(Sun.): Presentation of proposals of Project 1 in a City
December 21(Sat.): Presentation of proposals of Project 2 in 8 City

December 2 5 : No class

January 8 : Final presentation/Reflection

January 15 : Final presentation/Reflection
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Two reflective reports; one in the middle of the semester and the other at the end of the semester (30%)
Two presentations; the same as above (20%)

Contribution to the project (30%)

Feedback from community stakeholders (20%)
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There will be 1-2 hours per week of class preparation and group activities outside the classroom. Please check the class

Preparation and Review schedule.
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Practical Skill/Hands-on
Class *Practical classes are
marked with a O.

Students must bring their

Bring your own PC
own computers to class [Yes
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Other

Comments/Instructions
Last Update 2/19/2025

One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of
preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of
preparation and review outside of class.






