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[EpE4£18] Understanding Japan through Traditional Japanese Culture (English)
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This course aims to explore aspects of traditional Japanese culture in order to enhance students' understanding of the
origins of modern Japanese society and the perspectives of the Japanese people. The course is conducted in English and
is designed for both international and domestic students. For international students, it offers opportunities to deepen
their understanding of Japanese culture and experience it firsthand. For domestic students, it provides a chance to
rediscover Japanese culture. You are expected to have B2 level of English proficiency.
https://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/shingi/chousa/shotou/117/shiryo/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2015/11/04/1363335_2.pdf
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https://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/shingi/chousa/shotou/117/shiryo/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2015/11/04/1363335_2.pdf

1. Students will gain fundamental knowledge of traditional Japanese culture.
2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of traditional Japanese culture.
3. Students will effectively engage in interpersonal communication, and exchange opinions and information.
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[Information updated on January 17, 2025]
Google Classroom Code: TBA
Please enroll in the above Google Classroom before the first class on Tuesday, October 7th, 2025.

This course consists of three parts: (1) lectures, (2) experience in and demonstrations of traditional Japanese culture,
and (3) reflection. Professionals from each area are invited to offer lectures on traditional culture. This course also
provides students with opportunities to experience Japanese culture inside and outside the classroom.

Final schedule and the topics will be updated in September, 2025.

1) Introduction

Miso (Bk"Z) /The world of Miso -Sendai Miso-
Rakugo (3%:&) /Traditional Japanese storytelling
Wadaiko (F1:K%:) /Traditional Japanese drum
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Preparation for group presentation

Kimono (&%) /Traditional clothing

Furoshiki (RLZ20) /Wrapping culture in Japan

9) Nihonbuyo (HZ%ZER) /Classical Japanese dance

10) Preparation for group presentation

11) Shodo (£i#) /Calligraphy

12) Presentation (Japanese culture workshop conducted by students
13) Presentation (Japanese culture workshop conducted by students
14) Presentation (Japanese culture workshop conducted by students
15) Presentation (Japanese culture workshop conducted by students
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/Class wrap-up

[IMPORTANT]
MANDATORY attendance at the first class meeting (October 7th).
This course CANNOT accept students who join from the second week.
Class delivery format: Fully in person
% The schedule and topics are subject to change according to the availability of the guest speakers. Please check the



Evaluation Method

Textbook and References

latest syllabus online BEFORE you enroll in this course.
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Students will be assessed and graded based on the following:

Class participation 30%

Group presentation (Japanese culture workshop) 20%
Homework assignments and tasks 25%

Final report 25%

All students are expected to complete assignments by the due dates and times specified. Points will be deducted for
assignments turned in late.
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BRE 25%

HRLER—bF 25%
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Preparation and Review

Practical Skill/Hands-on
Class *Practical classes are
marked with a O.

Students are required to prepare and review for each class. In addition, students are expected to participate in group
work outside of the class.(Approximately 2 hours per week)
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Students must bring their
& Yes (Classes for the group presentations)

own computers to class [Yes BE (=TT T — 5 VISR

/ NoJ
Contact (Email, etc.) XY EHPERE O [£XYENBREBLULKEFERE—E] 258,

References (handouts) are provided, when needed.

Students must attend the first class session.

The maximum number of participants for this course is 30. If the application exceeds the capacity, the selection will be

conducted.

Google Classroom will be used as the learning platform for this course.

Office hours are from 11a.m. to 1p.m.(JST) on Wednesdays. Face-to-face or online meetings can be arranged by
Other appointment. The contact information for the lecturer will be given in class.
Comments/Instructions
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Last Update 2025/01/17(%)

One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise-based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of
preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of
preparation and review outside of class.



