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The Otaku Culture: Media, Industries, and Fandom @
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1. Course introduction; what is ‘otaku’?

2. The many faces of otaku I: A history of fan practices in Japan

3. A brief history of fujoshi and BL

4. The many faces of otaku Il: Fandom criticized from outside and within
5. Movie screening: Densha Otoko (The Train Man, 2005)

6. Different types of fan engagement and fan creativity

7. Different types of fan engagement and fan creativity. 2.5D culture

8. 2.5-jigen practices: 2.5 stage plays/musicals

9. 2.5-jigen practices: Anime (contents) tourism

10. Group presentations: Contents tourism plans and experiences

11. 2.5-jigen practices: Cosplay

12. 2.5-jigen practices: Voice acting in the Japanese popular media today
13. 2.5-jigen practices: The history of voice acting in the Japanese popular media
14. Game centers as sakariba

15. J-Horror: History, main themes and tropes of the genre

16. Movie screening: One Cut of The Dead (2017)
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(the lecture content may be subject to change)
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No textbook will be required as readings will be provided by the instructor.
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If you have any questions regarding the course, feel free to contact me via the following email:
kopylova.olga.d4@tohoku.ac.jp
You can also find me in my office (building C13, 827) on Mon.~Fri. 8:30 am-17.30 pm.
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