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History of the Japanese Language I

In this class, we will learn about the history of the Japanese language from the perspective of phonology, grammar,
lexicon, writing, dialect formation and language contact. After discussing the origins and affiliation of the Japanese
language, we will look at the various changes that shaped the language starting in the Nara period (8th century) and
covering all the way up to the end of the Edo period (17th to mid-19th century).

The goal of this course is to gain a basic understanding of the major events and developments throughout history that
shaped the Japanese language. At the same time, students taking this course will acquire the skills necessary to conduct
basic historical linguistic research about the Japanese language and languages in general.

The course is planned to proceed according to the following schedule. Adjustments may be made to the schedule to
accommodate students’ individual interests. In addition to practice questions given in class, students will be given
homework assignments each week.

Week 1: Introduction to Japanese historical linguistics

Week 2: Origins and affiliation of the Japanese language

Week 3: Old Japanese I: Sources and phonology

Week 4: Old Japanese II: Grammar, lexicon and dialects

Week 5: Old Japanese III: Writing and orthography (including the adoption of kanji)

Week 6: Japanese historical linguistics research methods I: How to use pre-modern dictionaries

Week 7: Early Middle Japanese I: Sources and phonology

Week 8: Early Middle Japanese II: Grammar, lexicon and dialects

Week 9: Early Middle Japanese III: Writing and orthography (the birth of kana and kanbun kundoku)

Week 10: Early Middle Japanese IV: The sinification of Japanese (the influence of kanbun kundoku on the Japanese
language)

Week 11: Japanese historical linguistics research methods II: How to use concordances and online corpora

Week 12: Late Middle Japanese I: Sources and phonology

Week 13: Late Middle Japanese II: Grammar, lexicon, dialects, writing and orthography

Week 14: Early Modern Japanese I: Sources and phonology

Week 15: Early Modern Japanese II: Grammar, lexicon, dialects, writing and orthography

There will be a take-home exam including a short report assigned at the end of the semester.

Grades will be calculated as follows:
Class participation: 30%
Homework assignments: 30%
Final exam (take-home): 40%

There is no textbook for this class. Instead, students will be given PDFs of papers and book chapters on the history of the
Japanese language or historical linguistics to read for homework throughout the semester.

Students will be assigned readings from the textbook for homework throughout the semester and are required to
participate in online discussions about the reading assignments with their classmates.

While this class is conducted in English, students are free to submit all assignments, including the final exam, in
Japanese (この講義の使用言語は英語であるが、期末試験を含むすべての課題は日本語での提出も認める).
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１単位の授業科目は、４５時間の学修を必要とする内容をもって構成することを標準としています。１単位の修得に必要となる学修時間の目安は、「講義・
演習」については１５～３０時間の授業および授業時間外学修（予習・復習など）３０～１５時間、「実験、実習及び実技」については３０～４５時間の授
業および授業時間外学修（予習・復習など）１５～０時間です。


