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Craft of Research

This course is intended to introduce and improve how to conduct effective and meaningful research.

Because law departments of Japanese universities traditionally have not required submission of graduation papers, most
law students do not know how to conduct research or write academic papers. However, if you are considering attending
graduate school, you will need the skill to research and write academic papers.

By reading the famous textbooks (see below) and presenting your own research agenda, you will learn the essential
skills.

Participants will learn how to conduct effective and meaningful research and how to write academic papers.

1. Introduction
Each participant is required to present her/his own research agenda.
The agenda can be tentative/primitive because we will improve it during this course.

2. Reading of the textbook
) Ch. 1,2

) Ch. 3,4

3) Ch. 5,6
)Ch.7,8

) Ch. 9,10

) Ch. 11,12
) Ch. 13, 14
) Ch. 15-19
) Ch. 20-26

3. Final presentation
Each participant is required to present her/his own research agenda AGAIN.

Class participation (60%) and initial/final presentation (40%)

Main material: Turabian et al, A Manual for Writers, 9th Edition (UCP)

Other materials: David Sternberg, How to Complete and Survive a Doctoral Dissertation (St. Martins Griffin);
Paul Silvia, How to Write a Lot (2nd ed., American Psychological Association)

Participants are required to read the reading assignments of the week before the class.
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