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This course will be conducted entirely in English.

O

This course will be conducted in person.

Please refer to the School of Law homepage for the classroom code.
9th, April
Contemporary Chinese politics and Society |

This class aims to provide students with a basic understanding of contemporary Chinese society and politics. Since the
1980s, China has experienced rapid economic growth thanks to its reintegration into the global market and its shift away
from a socialist economic system. While China has liberalized its economic system, its political system has largely
remained unchanged. Demands for greater political participation from various sectors of society were often met with the
state’s fierce opposition, sometimes resulting in violent crackdowns.

What do these violent encounters between the state and society tell us about the characteristics of China’s society and
politics? The course will begin by exploring the historical relationship between the modern nation-state and society in
general, followed by an in-depth examination of newly published research focusing specifically on contemporary China.

By the end of this class, students will have: (1) gained a basic understanding of the relationship between violence and
the modern nation-state, (2) acquired specific knowledge about China's political and societal dynamics, (3) developed
critical perspectives on state-society relations in contemporary China.

Students will be required to read assigned textbook chapters weekly. Each week, one student will be responsible for
summarizing and providing key talking points on the assigned chapter (Generally, we will cover one chapter per week).

Attendance: 10% ; Presentations: 40% ; Contribution to Discussions: 30% ; Term Paper: 20%.

Giddens, Anthony. (1985). The Nation-State and Violence: Volume 2 of a Contemporary Critique of Historical Materialism.
Polity Press.

Ong, L. H. (2022). Outsourcing Repression: Everyday State Power in Contemporary China. Oxford University Press.
Copies of textbooks are provided upon request.

Students are required to complete the designated reading materials each week and stay updated on ongoing news about
China.

(1) Students are required to prepare multiple presentations throughout the semester. (2) No prior
knowledge of China or Chinese language ability is needed.
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