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The Law of the Sea

This course will provide students with an overview of the law of the sea, which is a field of public international law
addressing the uses of the oceans. It will be provided as a lecture describing the current legal regime of the oceans,
primarily based on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It will examine how the law has
been put into practice and discuss the challenges faced by the current legal regime.

The goal of this course is for students to acquire basic knowledge of concepts, rules, and precedents in the law of the
sea. A further goal is for students to enhance their abilities in applying rules of international law to draw conclusions and
formulate arguments for specific cases.

This course will be provided as a lecture, covering the law of the sea in 15 weeks. The course will be held in person. The
course will proceed as follows (subject to minor adjustments as necessary):

1. The history and structure of the law of the sea
2. Baselines (including the regime of islands)
3. Internal waters, territorial sea, and contiguous zone (1)
4. Internal waters, territorial sea, and contiguous zone (2)
5. High seas and the Area
6. Continental shelf and exclusive economic zone (1)
7. Continental shelf and exclusive economic zone (2)
8. Continental shelf and exclusive economic zone (3)
9. Management of living resources
10. Protection of the marine environment (1)
11. Protection of the marine environment (2)
12. Marine scientific research
13. Maritime law enforcement
14. Dispute settlement (1)
15. Dispute settlement (2)

Grading will be based on the term-end examination.

Necessary materials will be distributed through Google Classroom. Students may wish to refer to the following textbooks
for reference.
- Yoshifumi Tanaka, The International Law of the Sea (3rd ed., Cambridge University Press, 2019).
- Robin Churchill, Vaughan Lowe and Amy Sander, The Law of the Sea (4th ed., Manchester University Press, 2022)

In addition to preparing for the class in advance and reviewing what was learned through the lecture, students will be
required to spend time each week preparing for the assignments.

This course will be conducted in English. The term-end examination can be answered in either English or Japanese.



１単位の授業科目は、４５時間の学修を必要とする内容をもって構成することを標準としています。１単位の修得に必要となる学修時間の目安は、「講義・
演習」については１５～３０時間の授業および授業時間外学修（予習・復習など）３０～１５時間、「実験、実習及び実技」については３０～４５時間の授
業および授業時間外学修（予習・復習など）１５～０時間です。


