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Intercultural Training for Future Educators (Japanese)
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As society is increasingly globalized and diversified, even in Japanese educational settings, learners’ nationalities,
cultures, and languages become more diverse, so competencies to live, learn, and work with people from different
cultural and social backgrounds have become more crucial than ever. In this course, students will explore the theories
necessary for intercultural communication, deepen their understanding of the influence of culture on their perspectives,
ways of thinking, behavior, and values, and examine the nature of intercultural relationships and communication through
critical discussion on the perceptions surrounding intercultural communication. Students will also deepen their
understanding of the privilege of the Japanese as a majority group in Japanese society and the concepts of
discrimination, prejudice, and stereotypes against minorities, and they also consider the role of educators in fostering
citizenship in their students in the current context of globalization.

This course will be conducted entirely in Japanese. N1 level of Japanese language proficiency is required since students
will study and discuss academic concepts.
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The learning objectives of this course are as follows:
Students could

1. understand and explain key concepts in communicating and collaborating with people from different cultural
backgrounds.

2. recognize their cultural background and social position and reflectively and critically analyze how it influences their
perspectives, thoughts, actions, and values.

3. explain how various aspects of their own identities, such as race, gender, language, and nationality, which are closely
related to culture, influence power relations among individuals and groups, leading to discrimination and prejudice.
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For class content, please check the class schedule listed above in Japanese.
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Grades will be evaluated based on the student's academic achievement and contribution in the following areas.

30% Class participation and contribution
30% Minute papers

30% Comments on reading assignments
10% Reflection papers

More than three (3) absences will result in a fail (F) for the class. Two (2) late arrivals (more than 20 minutes late) equal
one (1) absence.

The grading standards of Tohoku University are as follows.

AA: 90-100 points

A: Good 80-89 points
B: Fair 70-79 points

C: Passing 60-69 points
D: 59 points and below
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Students are expected to do the necessary preparation, review, and related studies (about 4 hours per week) to achieve



the learning objectives presented in this course.

There is no designated textbook for this course, but papers, articles, and videos (some in English) on the theme of each
class will be provided. Please read the assigned readings before participating in the class.
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Lng/ T 2] This course will be conducted face-to-face. However, external lecturers and guest speakers will join classes online, so
students must bring their PC and headset to face-to-face classes.
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Z Dt + The maximum enrollment for this course is 30 students. If more than 30 students wish to register, a selection process
will be conducted during the first class. Please ensure your attendance.
- This course will be conducted entirely in Japanese. Students are required to have N1-level proficiency in Japanese as
the course involves studying and discussing academic concepts.
- Google Classroom will be used as the learning platform for this course.
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