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[EER+1&] Connecting Local Communities and the World: Problem-based Learning Project (English and Japanese) #t
HetHREOLRCEERIAB IO 7 b (EE - BEKE)

This course focuses on addressing challenges in the multicultural society we live in. Students from diverse cultural
backgrounds collaborate to discuss and tackle issues faced by local communities through project-based learning. By
working together with people who hold different values, students broaden their perspectives and develop new ways of
thinking and problem-solving approaches. The primary language of instruction is English, but Japanese is used
complementarily to support the project work. Through this process, students enhance their intercultural communication
skills while also fostering their ability to take initiative. This project-based course provides an opportunity to improve
both practical and interpersonal skills by engaging with real-world issues in a creative way.
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1. Improve hands-on, action-oriented skills by addressing local community challenges, fostering meaningful dialogue with
external stakeholders, and carrying out "internationalization of the local community projects.”

2. Enhance the ability to collaborate effectively with individuals who hold different values and approaches through group
work.

3. Develop intercultural understanding and commucation skills essential for a multicultural and inclusive society.
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This course addresses region-specific challenges faced by local communities, such as globalization and community
revitalization. Students will collaborate with local community stakeholders to plan and implement cooperative projects
within the course period. To support the projects, several fieldwork sessions will be conducted on-site during weekends.
Please check the schedule and adjust your other commitments accordingly. In this class, we will be covering two
projects, the project 1 and 2, however, you will select one of them to engage at the beginning of the class.

April 10: Course introduction (overview, assignments, etc.) and warm-up activities
April 17: Exploring community challenges and globally informed project ideas
April 24: Presentation local issues by communicty representatives and discussion
May 1: Group projects

May 8: Group projects

May 15: Group projects

May 22: Mid-term presentations

May 29: No class

June 5: Group projects

June 7 (Sat.): Project Fieldwork: Project 1 in Kurihara City

June 8 (Sun.): Project Fieldwork: Project 2 in lwanuma City

June 12: No class

June 19: Group projects

June 26: Group projects

July 3: Group projects

July 6 (Sun.): Implementation of Project 2 in lwanuma City

July 10: Group projects

July 12 (Sat.): Implementation of Project 1 in Kurihara City

July 17: Final presentations
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Two reflective reports; one in the middle of the semester and the other at the end of the semester (30%)
Two presentations; the same as above (20%)

Contribution to the project (30%)

Quality of the project (20%)
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There will be 1-2 hours per week of class preparation and group activities outside the classroom. Please check the

RERBNFE class schedule.
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