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[EE4£1E] Understanding Japan through Miyagi’s Traditional Culture (Sparrow Dance) (English) =0t d 4
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Objective and Summary of Class

This course aims to explore Japanese culture by introducing the origins of modern Japanese society and enhancing
students' understanding of the mentality of the Japanese people. This course operates under the assumption that
understanding local culture is an important first step in becoming a global citizen, and thus focuses on the traditional
culture of Miyagi prefecture. Students will learn about and discuss several concepts related to Japanese culture and then
analyze Suzume Odori (Sparrow Dance) using the cultural concepts discussed. Students will also learn how to dance the
Suzume Odori through classes and videos.
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Goal of Study

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

1) Describe what the Suzume Odori and the Sendai Aoba Festival are

2) Discuss modern Japanese society through Japanese cultural concepts
3) Analyze the Suzume Odori using these concepts
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Class Schedule and Contents

This course consists of four parts: (1) experiences and demonstrations of traditional Japanese culture, (2) the study and
discussion of cultural concepts, and (3) analysis using these concepts
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Wednesday, April 9: Course Overview / Introduction of Suzume Odori @Classroom

Thursday, April 10: Suzume Odori Practice @@TBA

Wednesday, April 16: What is "Culture"? & Guest Speaker: Festivals in Tohoku @Classroom
Thursday, April 17: Suzume Odori Practice @@TBA

Wednesday, April 23: Discussion @ &F &34 / Japanese group consciousness @Classroom
Thursday, April 24th: Suzume Odori Practice ®@TBA

Sunday, April 27 Ohayashi Experience @ Sub Arenal 10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Wednesday, April 30: No Class

Thursday, May 1: No Class

Wednesday, May 7: Discussion @ 583k ¥ / Japanese patience and determination @Classroom
Thursday, May 8: Suzume Odori Practice @@TBA

Wednesday, May 14: Discussion 3 & / The DO spirit of Japan, Introduction to the final presentation @Classroom
Thursday, May 15: Suzume Odori Practice ®@TBA

Saturday, May 17 (Whole day): Sendai Aoba Festival @Jozenji Street

Wednesday, May 21: Individual Presentation & Reflection @Classroom

[IMPORTANT]
X First class meeting is on April 9th Wednesday.



X Lectures and discussions are delivered mostly in English, supplemented by Japanese.
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Evaluation Method

Students will be assessed and graded based on active participation (50%), homework (20%), and the final individual
presentation (30%). The details of the assessment will be provided in class.
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The Japanese Mind:
Understanding Roger J. Davies & Tuttle Publishing 2002 9780804832953
Contemporary Japanese | Osamu lkeno
Culture
Aoba Matsuri Trailer
BEUR L https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jh6ov5hNjeg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-29-ixi03Kg
Students will have to practice Suzume-Odori outside class time.
Details will be provided in each session.
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The maximum number of students for this course is fixed at thirty-one due to the convenience of teaching/learning style.
If there are more applicants than places, participants will be selected by lottery.
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This course can NOT be registered online.
The educational affairs department will register after the second week.
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The following two courses share the same course contents.
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