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Japanese culture

An exploratory culture course, Japanese Culture A is offered for foreign students to learn about and share insights into various aspects
of the living culture of Japan. The course comprises three basic approaches: discussing certain cultural characteristics of the nation;
reading some representative literature; and conducting fieldwork at venues of cultural significance. Students can sign up with either
Japanese Culture A or Japanese Culture C. In large part, the course contents of both classes alternate between fall and spring
semesters. Those students who are here only for the fall semester can sign up with one class but may join fieldwork activities of the
other class if there are openings available.

Students will gain a new perspective of the culture of this nation by examining the interconnection of various elements including the
history and culture of Tohoku Region, rebuilding effort from the 2011 earthquake and tsunami, as well as the intent to reach out to the
rest of the world.

1. 10/4 General course guidance & short lecture “What’ s in a name?”

2.10/11 Historical overview of Japan and Tohoku Region

. 10/18 Sendai Castle: Historical roles and its destiny

. 10/25 Hiking the Sendai Castle ruins (during class hour)

5. 11/1 Surviving the 2011 Tsunami: Reading survivor accounts

6. 11/8 “King of oyster farming”: Story of a young man from Okinawa

7.11/15 “Even Unto the World’ s End”—17th-century mission to the Vatican

8. 11/18 (Sat.) Visiting Uchigasaki Sake Brewery and Fukuda Apple Orchard

9. 11/22 Coming to terms with the 2011 tsunami: Reading Warm Hands

10/11. 11/25 (Sat.) Fieldwork in Ishinomaki: Finding out about rebuilding effort from 2011 earthquake by visiting a neighborhood store,
nursery school, and certain communities. Class will learn what roles Dogen—in Buddhist Temple played following 2011 earthquake and will
meet author of the book Warm Hands. Destinations also include places related with the 17th—century Vatican mission which continues to
influence people today.

12.12/6 “Millennium Hope Hills”—a coastal green embankment and its cultural roots

13. 12/13 Reading novel based on 17th—century mission to the Vatican

14. 1/17 Student presentation

15. 1/24 Student presentation

Evaluation will be based on attendance, weekly web assignments, final paper and presentation.
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Textbook

1. [Warm Hands] Miki Onosaki Pantaka 2013 _2;13;4—938532—



https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-4-938532-34-5
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-4-938532-34-5

['Surviving the 2011 Tsunami: 100 Testimonies Editorial Offi £ th
2. of Ishinomaki Area Survivors of the Great East ~ [11°78 =18 & f1€  Junposha 2014 9784845113514  Textbook
Japan Earthquake] shinomaki Rahoku
3. [Japan: The Story of a Nation] Edwin O. Reischauer E’EEICiI:hing 2012 W Reference
4. [The Samurail Shusaku Endo gz\év“g)mﬁztmns 1997 W Reference
[Strong in the Rain: Surviving Japans Earthquake, Lucy Birmingham et Palgrave
5 Tsunami, and Fukushima Nuclear Disaster] al Macmillan 2012 9780230341869 Reference
E%’%ERL Google Classroom for Japanese Culture A
el
/_T_F’Eparation Weekly posting of reflections on the topic of each lecture on class web forum site is required.
and Review
Z0H The university will subsidize part of the cost involved with fieldwork, and transportation arrangements will be determined once semester
/In Additi begins and class size is known. Please note that class schedule may need to be revised as we proceed due to restrictions related with
n tIoN  GOVID-19 or other circumstances.
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One—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30—15 hours of preparation

and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of

class.


https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=9784845113514
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-4-8053-0666-6
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-4-8053-0666-6
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-0-8112-1346-2
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-0-8112-1346-2
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=9780230341869

