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/Class | History of the Japanese Language |
Subject
E%?ﬁ}f% In this class, we will learn about the history of the Japanese language from the perspective of phonology, grammar, lexicon, writing, dialect
/Object and formation and language contact. After discussing the origins and affiliation of the Japanese language, we will look at the various changes
s I8 €l | that shaped the language starting in the Nara period (8th century) and covering all the way up to the end of the Edo period (17th to mid—
Ay 19th century).
of Class
EO . i« to asin a basi . : .
B'léﬁ*a—'—' The goal of this course is to gain a basic understanding of the major events and developments throughout history that shaped the
7GL i ?’ Japanese language. At the same time, students taking this course will acquire the skills necessary to conduct basic historical linguistic
Stuoday S research about the Japanese language and languages in general.
BENE- S S — — — — — -
/ECB;Jr;tﬁ{i The course is planned to proceed according to the following schedule. Adjustments may be made to
ot Prngumad | = the schedule to accommodate students’ individual interests. In addition to practice questions given
progress in class, students will be given homework assignments each week.
schedule
of class T I I B T - - -
1 Week 1: Introduction to Japanese historical linguistics
2. Week 2: Origins and affiliation of the Japanese language
3. Week 3: Old Japanese I: Sources and phonology
4. Week 4: Old Japanese II: Grammar, lexicon and dialects
5. Week 5: Old Japanese IIl: Writing and orthography (including the adoption of kaniji)
6. Week 6: Japanese historical linguistics research methods I: How to use pre-modern dictionaries
7. Week 7: Early Middle Japanese I: Sources and phonology
BERE- S S . A R S S .
B#- 75k 8. Week 8: Early Middle Japanese II: Grammar, lexicon and dialects
/Contents
and progress - - T - T T T T
schedule | | 9. Week 9: Early Middle Japanese III: Writing and orthography (the birth of kana and kanbun kundoku)
of class . o I I o I I o

Week 10: Early Middle Japanese IV: The sinification of Japanese (the influence of kanbun kundoku

10. on the Japanese language)
- 11. - We_ek_ 1 1_: :s;p_anese his;or_ic;-l-i;guistics ;es_e:a_l';l; methods_II:_H;v;/- ;o use cor_wc;rd_a-r;c_:es and o
online corpora
- 12. - Week_I;: Iat_e Middle J_ape_m;s"e_l: Source_s ;nti_;;h_onology - - o
- 13. - Week> 1(;: Iat; Middle Jap;ngs“e_ll: Gramrr;ar,_le_x‘irc_on, dialec:cs,_w;t“ir;g and ort>ho;ra_ph;/ o
- 14. - Weelgl;: Ear;y Modernidaipa;;s?e I Sourz;esia;d” ;;honologyi - - o
- 15. - Week_ 1 ;: Earl_y Modern_da_p;];s_e II: Gran;m;r,_lt;:-x_icon, diale_ct_s, :v;it_ing and o;th_og_rap;]y o
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and progress SHER There will be a take—home exam including a short report assigned at the end of the

schedule semester.
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AR AEETE Grades will be calculated as follows:
Ak Class participation: 30%
/Evaluation | Homework assignments: 30%

Method | Final exam (take—home): 40%

BRE

BLUY

SEE There is no assigned textbook for this class. Instead, students will be given PDFs of papers and book chapters on the history of the
/Textbook | Japanese language or historical linguistics in general to read for homework each week.

and |

references

2R S

=2l Students will be assigned readings from the textbook each week for homework and are required to actively engage in an online discussion
/Preparation forum about the class and textbook with their classmates and instructor.

and Review |

This class will be conducted in—person in a classroom. In the case that there are students who cannot enter Japan due to a pandemic or
ZDith other unavoidable situation, classes will be broadcasted live via Zoom or Google Classroom for any students outside of Japan. While this

/In addition | class is conducted in English, students are free to submit all assignments, including the final exam, in Japanese (CHOBEEDFEREEITE

ETHIN BIRABRESTC TN TOREFBREBTORKIEDD)
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One—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30—15 hours of preparation

and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15—-0 hours of preparation and review outside of

class.



