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Introduction to Empirical Analysis (or Introduction to Empirical Legal Studies)

Today many people realize that knowing and understanding data can make difference. Even the field of law, where textual and qualitative

[E 0] analyses have long been the tradition, is no exception. In order to understand the social impact of a specific legal rule, it would be better
BHr& to rely on actual data.
= The focus of this year is causal inference. In this seminar, we focus on how to implement causal inference employing statistical
programming software. The main software is 'R’. R is an open software and you can download it for free.
2ED Whatever field you are working on ——— law, political science, and other social science ———, you will learn various techniques of quantitative
FEEEZ empirical analysis.
In each class meeting, a designated participant needs to sum up and present the contents of the reading assignment of the week. The
reporter of the week is required to complement the reading assignments in order to help the understanding of other participants. Each
participant should have a (laptop) PC in order to install R (and Rstudio) and to run practices. Although mathematics and programming are
BEAR- not prerequisites for this course, some basic knowledge of these areas will be helpful.
Hik& At the end of the seminar, each participant is required to present his or her own research agenda. Each participant can get feedback.
EETFE The topics covered in the seminar will include:
the basic mechanism of causal inference
various techniques of causal inference
introduction to R
FAE ST Class participation (80%)
Hik Presentation at the end of the seminar (20%)
#ﬁ(ﬂ%: Tentatively, we are planning to use a textbook on causal inference, such as
BLY Scott Cunningham, Causal Inference: Mixtape
SEE Elena Llaudet and Kosuke Imai, Data Analysis for Social Science: A Friendly and Practical Introduction
=R S

It is highly recommended that you practice the analyses outside of class meetings because you can learn how to do statistical analysis
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| only by practicing by yourself.

You can check the updates fgr this seminar at:
| http://www.law.tohoku.ac jp/ hatsuru/
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One—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30—15 hours of preparation
and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of

class.
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