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[ERX 315 ] Africa and the Global System
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This undergraduate course is designed to explore several cross—cutting themes and debates about Africa and its International Relations.
The class provides both Japanese and International students with opportunities to learn about the African continent in the present
dispensation through a combination of lectures, seminar discussions and workshop presentations on specific themes about Africa.
Interactions among students will be promoted that will help modify students’ attitudes and stimulates positive thinking about Africa.
There are group assignments as well as individual assignments. The course not only provides students with interdisciplinary knowledge of
Africa, but also emphasizes the development of analytical reasoning and communication skills that are critical to the students’ future
success. The class is taught in English but can be supplemented by Japanese.
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1. Both Japanese and International students will engage in lively discussions on selected themes about Africa and familiarize themselves
with the daily realities and challenges of the African continent in the present dispensation.

2. Through group discussions and collaborative projects, students will learn how to work together in a team and develop their critical
thinking skills.

3. Students are expected to improve their skills in information gathering, analytical reasoning and communication and how to present
them to raise awareness about Africa.
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Students will engage in discussions about specific topics about Africa, work on group projects, and present their findings throughout this
class.

1. Introduction & Overview about the class (content, assignments, etc.) and warm—-up activities to organize students for subsequent class
meetings.

2. Africa past & present — Colonial Legacies and Africa Today
Readings:

- Chapter 27 of Perspectives on Africa (pp 399-410)

- Chapter 29 of Perspectives on Africa (pp 431-438)

- Chapter 30 of Perspectives on Africa (pp 439-449)

3. The Global Economy and Africa’s Regional Economic Integration.
Relationship between Africa’ s position in global society and the organization of external economic links.

4. Introductory case study and discussion about “The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)”. Formation, major
programs, and challenges.

5. Case study and discussion about ECOWAS in West Africa
6. Case Study and discussion
7. Group project

8. Mid—term presentation
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9. Reflection and explanation about the final project

10. Theme setting / Project preparation

11. Group project discussions / Selection of African country of interest
12. Proposals / Country analysis

13. Project preparation

14. Final presentation

15. Reflection
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- 2 Reports (Mid-term/Final) = 30 % of the final grade
| The report will focus on the case studies on the chosen African countries and the class lecture materials. Report must be typewritten

and double—spaced (Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 points).

- Seminar Preparation & presentation — 30% of the final grade
This will be based on assigned readings with special attention to how they speak to major questions/debates expressing their ideas.
Expectations are that students will participate actively and thoughtfully in discussions. Therefore, students should be well-prepared by

| reading the texts before class and be prepared to give a short account of and/or reaction to the readings. The seminar will start off with
| an update on current events on the continent, followed by team discussions.

- Contribution to the workshop discussions — 20%

. Will be based on the critical thinking skills of the students and the level of understanding about the theme.

* Quality of project — 20%

The assessment will be based on compliance of what is expected to be achieved in the project.
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https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-1-405-19060-2
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=02689001
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http://www.divaportal.org/smash/get/diva2:280482/FULLTEXTO1.pdf : http://www.africaopenforbusiness.com/WashPost.pdf :
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/g8-g20/africa/africa—aneconomic—giant—thats—ready—to—wake—up/article 1562359/ :
http://new.sourceoecd.org/9264176446

Preparations for classes and group prOJects (about 2-2.5 hours per week)
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Bring your own PC as it will be used in class.
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Lecturer: Dr. Isaac Yaw ASIEDU
E-mail: asiedu.isaac.yaw.b8@tohoku.ac.jp

Details of Students Collaborative Group Project: Country Analysis and Presentation
- Students constitute their group which can comprise 5 members.
- Students then select an African Country and deliver their selection to the instructor at the beginning of class.

- They prepare and deliver a presentation during the workshop on the history, status, and prospects of a country’ s socio—economic
development to raise awareness about Africa.

+ The presentation is to consider the following:

a) A brief description of the country and its economy, including key industries and products or services it delivers and its comparative
advantage — what it does well compared to other countries.

b) The key political and economic events that affected the development of the country over the last one hundred years or so.

c) Current key macroeconomic indicators (e.g., money supply growth, fiscal spending, deficits, balance of payments, national debt, GDP per
capital, and productivity, quality of life and corruption perceptions).

d) Current fiscal and monetary policy of the country and how effective the policies have been.
e) Comment on how well the country has managed its affairs

f) They should comment on the country’ s relationship with Japan and how Japan has helped in the country’ s development.

g) Challenges and difficulties the country has faced or currently faces because of and globalization
h) The country’ s response to controlling or managing its challenges.

i) Concluding comments.
- Students should use the concepts discussed in class to support their discussion.

- For each presentation, a member of the other groups would be asked to pose one question to the presenters intended to draw out useful
insights together with a question from the lecturer.

- Students can give progress report in the workshops and do the grand presentation during the final presentation (Lecture 14).
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https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-0-9660201-4-4
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=9264198296
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http://www.divaportal.org/smash/get/diva2:280482/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://www.africaopenforbusiness.com/WashPost.pdf
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/g8-g20/africa/africa-aneconomic-giant-thats-ready-to-wake-up/article1562359/
http://new.sourceoecd.org/9264176446
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One-—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of preparation
and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of
class.



