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| This course aims to provide opportunities for students to learn about the basics of Japanese society through its foreign language
education system by group discussion, lectures, and a project. Students are expected to develop a comparative view of the
education/learning system and its practice between Japan and other countries/regions. Sessions are held face—to—face and partially
Z2 ) online (See the section on “In Addition”).
EEE"J&WE This course will be cor_1ductec_! in English, and sometir_nes in Japanese for sgpplementary use4_Students will need to have the operational
/Object and skills to interact and discuss in English. In case of using Japanese, translation should be carried out by students for mutual support.
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After completion of this course, students are expected to:

— describe distinctive characteristics of schools in Japan and their educational/learning environments.

— build their own views by critical comparison of differences and similarities in societal and educational environments between Japan and
PED other countries/regions.

BEBE - acquire skills to reconstruct their own ideas by reflecting their thoughts and listening actively to peers’ views.
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#E%Wﬁ- This course consists of group discussion, dialogue, lectures, and group work. Through these works, students will learn the basic education
EEFE system of Japan and other countries/regions, its characteristics, trends and challenges, and will create suggestions for better foreign
/Contents | language education for society by a group project. Related materials are provided prior to the sessions so that students can actively

and | participate in discussions. The course basically uses the second period (10:30 am—12:00 pm) of Thursdays, JST. However, in collaborative
Progress learning with primary and secondary school students, time before and after normal class hours is used. The schedule and contents are
Schedule subject to change.

of the Class

<Orientation>
Week 1-2: Introduction and group discussion
<Collaborative learning>
| Week 4-6: Preparation and school visit to a junior/senior high school in Sendai
| Week 10—-11: Preparation and online exchange with primary school students in Japan
* In order to coordinate schedules with students in primary and secondary schools, we will use a part of lunch time for the Week 5 and 6,
and the first and second periods for the Week 11. Therefore, students who are free in the first period on Thursday may be asked to join in
at that time.
<Learn from practice>
Week 8-9: Guest speakers
<Group project>
| Week 3: Kick—off session
Week 7: Mid-term review
Week 12-14: Preparation and final presentation
<Reflection>
Week 15: Reflection of the course

Note: The schedule is subject to change.
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Emphasis is put on your proactive participation in learning. Assessment of students’ performance will be determined as follows:

1. Attendance and participation: 30%

Attendance of all sessions, contribution to the learning of all students by active participation in discussions, and performance in weekly
assignments (reflective journals) are evaluated. Class attendance will be recorded. Absence, late arrival, and early leave affects the
assessment. Two late arrivals or early leave (20 minutes or more) on classes will be equal to one absence. If a student wishes to be
excused from a class due to unavoidable reasons, such as illness or a family emergency, it is the responsibility of the student to contact
the instructor well in advance of the start of classes by email. Students who miss a class should contact the instructor by email to get

| the assignment of the session.

2. Group Project: 30%

Students will participate in a project regarding the education system and society that is discussed, constructed and developed through the
course activities. The process of collaborative learning and presentation performance will be evaluated. Students should use presentation
software (e.g. Powerpoint) and other materials/devices as needed for the presentation. The instructor will provide more guideline
regarding the presentation format at sessions.

3. Participation for collaborative learning with school students: 20%

The schedule includes a school visit and an online collaborative session with students in primary and secondary schools. Careful

preparation and active participation in the collaborative exchanges will be included in the assessment.

4. Final report: 20%

Students will write a reflective paper on your own work in this course. Specific topics will be provided in class. Students are expected to
include findings, insights and other material from your study of this course, and to use appropriate citations.

Details of the format of the report will be provided in class. The final report must be submitted by the specified date. No late submission

| will be accepted for any reason.

Grades for the course will be assigned as follows:
AA: Excellent (90-100 points)

A: Good (80-89 points)

B: Fair (70-79 points)

C: Passing (60-69 points)

D: Fail (59 points and below)
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A reading list will be provided at the first session.

Other basic references:

NIER- National Institute for Educational Policy Research (n.d.) Education in Japan.
https://www.nier.go.jp/English/educationjapan/
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EiI%E Jﬂlﬁﬁﬁnl’ﬁ'(n d.) Education in Japan.
https://www.nier.go.jp/English/educationjapan/
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| - This course consists of face—to—face and partially synchronous online sessions (zoom or Google Meet). You will be informed of how

According to the content of each session, about 4 hours of preparation and revision per week is expected. Work for group project is
expected to be carried out mainly outside class time. Details of preparation and review will be provided in each session.
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Yes. Please bring your own computer with you even for face—to—face classes.
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— The number of students for this course is set at 30. If the application exceeds the capacity, the selection will be conducted. If you wish
to take this course, please check the details on Classroom beforehand.

each lesson will be conducted, generally by the week before the session.

— Students who completed and earned credits for the course will be provided predetermined points of TGL Program.

— This course uses Google Classroom as a learning management system.

— The university has a responsibility to promote academic integrity. Students are responsible for the honest completion and
representation of their work, for the appropriate citation of sources and for respecting other’ s academic endeavours. Any
misrepresentation or plagiarism will be paramount to dismissal of any credit for this course.
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One—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30—-15 hours of preparation
and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of

class.



