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Subject
This course is designed to provide a broad understanding of the global context of universities in Japan and around the world. Universities
and higher education play an essential role in contemporary knowledge—based societies. At the same time, the characteristics of
contemporary universities are inevitably linked to their historical contexts, to issues of access and equity, and to mobility in terms of
brain gain/drain and brain circulation. This course will cover the following topics: (1) historical origins and current trends in higher

RED education, (2) access, equity, and funding in higher education, (3) the knowledge economy and higher education, and (4) international

HEJEHEZE  dimensions of higher education. Across these topics, participants are expected to examine the role and value of universities in Japan and

/Object and the world. This course provides a good opportunity to understand the international context of your university life.
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This course is designed to provide students with the basic knowledge, perspectives, and skills to make the most of the university learning
experience in an international context. Through active participation in presentations and discussions, students are expected to acquire

2ED English communication skills in a multicultural setting, methods of comparative study, and critical thinking skills. Throughout the course,

ZEBE students are encouraged to actively participate in mutual understanding of different cultures and university contexts with students from

/Goal of different countries and Japan.
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and In this course, we will use Classroom to transmit lecture materials and information. The class code is v3dnctg. Please go to Classroom

Progress and enter the class code.

Schedule

of the Class This course includes instruction and discussion, as well as individual or group presentations (depending on the number of students).

Students are expected to complete the reading assignments prior to class and to be prepared to express original comments and thoughts.

They will also be asked to make presentations based on assigned topics.
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1) April 10

Overview of the class. Setting the themes and topics.

2) April 17

Historical origin and current trends of higher education (1)
Ancient/Medieval Europe

Modern higher education and nation—states: France, Germany & UK
3) April 24

Historical origin and current trends of higher education (2)

Modern higher education and nation—states: the US, Japan & China
4) May 1

Historical origin and current trends of higher education (3)

Asia Pacific

5) May 8

Historical origin and current trends of higher education (4)

Latin America and Africa

6) May 15

Interim presentation (1)

What are the unique characteristics of universities in Japan?

7) May 22
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Access, equity, and articulation in higher education

8) May 29

Finance: public and private/grants and loans

9) June 5

Knowledge economy and higher education (1)

Role of international organizations

Bilateral and regional cooperation

10) June 12

Knowledge economy and higher education (2)

Research and development

Brain drain, brain gain, brain circulation

11) June 19

Knowledge economy and higher education (3)

Higher education and trade

Internationalization of higher education

University networks, consortiums

12) June 26

Interim presentation (2)

What are the challenges for universities in Japan and the world?
13) July 3

New trends in international dimensions of higher education (1)
Assessment of higher education performance
Accreditation, rankings, classification

14) July 10

New trends in international dimensions of higher education (2)
International cooperation

15) July 24

Final presentation

Reformation plan for universities in Japan and the world
16) July 31

Writing the final report
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Assessment will be made as follows:

In—class contribution 30%, presentation 30%, final report 40%
FHIE LT OLSIATDNET.

BRERNEBE30%., TLEUT—3230%, HiRLK—M0%,

Students are expected to do research and reading prior to the class and express original comments and thoughts in class. They are also
requested to make presentations based on assigned topics. The hours required for these independent studies will be almost the same as
the hours for the class attendance. Active discussions are highly encouraged throughout the course. Thus, the hours for independent




/Preparation studies include the time for preparation and rehearsal of presentation, questions and comments. P4 [FFBRIIZFAR=VERALEYL T, 2%
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[WE/FE] This course can be taken in person or online. If attending the class in person, students will need their own computer and a headset with a
/Students microphone for the class. . .
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H¢Emaill[£@ Email: akiyoshi.yonezawa.a4 ©tohoku.ac.jp
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/In Addition * This class is offered at the same time as [“Special Topics on Global Issues” in general education subjects/ “Global Studies of
International Education” in common graduate school subjects].
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One—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30—-15 hours of preparation

and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of

class.



