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An exploratory culture course, Japanese Culture A is offered for foreign students to learn about and share insights into various aspects
of the living culture of Japan. The course comprises three basic approaches: discussing cultural characteristics of the country; reading
literature; and conducting fieldwork at venues of cultural significance.

Students will gain a new perspective of the culture of this nation by examining the interconnection of various elements including the
history and culture of Tohoku Region, rebuilding effort from the 2011 earthquake and tsunami, and the intent to reach out to the rest of
the world.

1.10/5 General course guidance & short lecture “What’ s in a name?”
2.10/12 Coming to terms with the 2011 tsunami: Reading Warm Hands
3. 10/19 17th—century mission to the Vatican from Sendai—Ishinomaki

4&5. 10/22 (Sat.) Fieldwork in Ishinomaki: Inspecting rebuilding effort; visiting museum park dedicated to the ship built for the 17th—
century mission; learning culture through oyster

6. 11/2 Surviving the 2011 Tsunami: Reading survivor accounts

7. 11/9 Hiking the Sendai Castle grounds (during class hour)

8. 11/16 Building the Millennium Hope Hills: Identifying its cultural roots

9. 11/26 (Sat.) Visiting Rinnoji Temple of Sendai—Trying out zazen meditation
10. 12/3 (Sat.) Online visit to oldest sake brewery in Miyagi (Tentative)

11. 12/7 Overview of history of Japan and Tohoku Region

12. 12/14 Sendai Castle: Historical roles and its destiny

13. 12/21 Reading novel based on 17th—century mission to the Vatican

14. 1/11 Student presentation

15. 1/18 Student presentation

Evaluation will be based on attendance, weekly web assignments, final paper and presentation.
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978-4-938532—

34-5 Textbook

1. [Warm Hands] Miki Onosaki Pantaka 2013

['Surviving the 2011 Tsunami: 100 Testimonies of o .
2. Ishinomaki Area Survivors of the Great East Japan Editorial Office of the
Earthquake

Ishinomaki Kahoku Junposha 2014 9784845113514 Textbook



https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-4-938532-34-5
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=9784845113514

3. [Japan: The Story of a Nation] Edwin O. Reischauer  Tuttle 2012 978-4-8053- Reference
Publishing 0666-6
New
4. [The Samurail Shusaku Endo Directions 1997 0-8112-1346-3 Reference
Books
5 [Strong in the Rain: Surviving Japan’ s Earthquake, Lucy Birmingham et  Palgrave 2012 9780230341869 Reference
* Tsunami, and Fukushima Nuclear Disaster.] al Macmillan ——
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/:JLPeraration Weekly posting of reflections on the topic of each lecture on class web forum site is required.
and Review
Z0ih The university will subsidize part of the cost involved with fieldwork, and transportation arrangements will be determined once the
/In addition semester begins and the class size is known. Please note that the class schedule may need to be revised as we proceed due to
restrictions related with COVID-19 or other circumstances.
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One—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30—15 hours of preparation

and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of

class.


https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=978-4-8053-0666-6
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=0-8112-1346-3
https://opac.library.tohoku.ac.jp/opac/opac_search/?amode=2&kywd=&smode=1&con1_exp=isbn&kywd1_exp=9780230341869

