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Google Classroom code: 7lgaqgig
sE#& kL | Google Meet link: https://meet.google.com/ftz—gqce—mzp
D3R3—F |
| Contact the main instructor (Mayumi Shimizu ;&7KFE & 3E) at mayumi.shimizu.b3 @tohoku.ac.jp.

#E Monday, October 3
B¥RA% | 4th Period (14:40-16:10)

{2%R%EHB | Introduction to Latin American Politics

democracy, race and ethnicity, gender, and violence.

After completing this course, students are expected to:
2ED - have a general idea about Latin American politics and society,
Z|3ZB4Z | - understand the basic rules and style of academic writing, and

period to ensure comprehension of the weekly readings.
project with the colleagues, who are expected to ask questions and provide comments.

01. Introduction to Latin America

02. Historical Overview 1: The Colonial Foundations

03. Historical Overview 2: Strategies for Economic Development
04. Historical Overview 3: Dynamics of Political Transformation
05. Democracy and Democratization 1

06. Democracy and Democratization 2

https://www.srp.tohoku.ac.jp/sa/slbssbdr.do?value(risyunen)=2022&value(semekikn)=1&value(kougicd)=JB63075&value(crclumcd)=

T 0 This is an introductory course on politics and society in Latin America. Designed for students who have little familiarity with the region,
Bs the course provides students with the foundations for understanding diversity and complexity of Latin America by examining various
T8 | aspects of the everyday lives of its people. After briefly discussing its historical background, the course covers topics including

- be able to explore how a specific, local issue in Latin America is connected to wider society and, consequently, students’ own lives.

BERNE- |
Hike | * Course meetings will be held in—person, but it is subject to change. Use the Google Meet link provided above in case of the change.
EEFE

This course consists of two parts that would help students write up the final course essay. Aiming to provide a general idea about Latin
America, the first (Week 2 to 11) is the interactive lecture part, in which students are required to read the assigned book chapters prior
to each meeting to participate actively in class discussions led by the instructor. Mini quizzes will be given several times during this first

The second part of the course (Week 12 to 15) requires students to play a more active role by presenting their plan for the final essay
project (see “Final Project” under Grading). Each participant is given two presentation opportunities to share his/her progress of the

The following is a tentative schedule and may be subject to change depending on the class size and students’ needs.
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07. Race and Ethnicity 1
08. Race and Ethnicity 2
09. Gender
10. Inequality and Violence in the City
11. Religion
12. Presenting the Research Question 1
13. Presenting the Research Question 2
14. Presenting the Outline 1
15. Presenting the Outline 2

Class Participation: 10%
Class attendance and contribution to the in—class discussion. See the class absence policy described below (under Other Course
Policies).

Mini Quizzes: 20%
Mini quizzes will be conducted several times to ensure students’ comprehension. These mainly consist of short answer questions based
on the assigned readings.

Final Project: 70%
As the final product of the course, all the participants are required to write a short essay on one of the topics given by the instructor.
The final project consists of the following three components:

- Two Presentations (15% each)

In the first presentation, students will share their research question of the project and its social background that shows why the question
is worth exploring. The second presentation will be about the outline of the essay with its main arguments. Presenters will prepare
handouts and post them on Google Classroom two days prior to the meeting so that all the course participants can read them beforehand.

- Discussant Roles (10%)
For each presentation, the instructor will designate one student as a discussant. The role of a discussant is to read the posted handout in
advance and provide constructive comments on in—class presentations.

- Final Essay (30%)
Students are required to submit the complete paper at the end of the semester.

The chapters included in the course reading list will be taken mainly from the textbooks shown below. Other materials may be added to the
list depending on the topic of the week. The materials will be provided electronically through Google Classroom.

— Dahl, Robert A. 1971. Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

— Green, Duncan and Sue Branford. 2013. Faces of Latin America, 4th ed. New York, NY: Monthly Review Press.

— Hellinger, Daniel C. 2021. Comparative Politics of Latin America: Democracy at Last?, 3rd ed. New York, NY: Routledge.
— Smith, Peter H. and James N. Green. 2019. Modern Latin America, 9th ed. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Students are expected to read all the assigned materials to prepare for the weekly meeting.

— This course will be conducted in English.
— Students must notify the instructor in advance if they plan to be absent from the course meeting. No points will be deducted for the
first and second absences. Subsequent or unexcused (without notice) absences result in point deductions.
— Academic misconducts will result in a grade sanction. Students should refer to the Tohoku University’'s academic integrity handbooks
listed below and familiarize themselves with what constitutes academic misconduct.
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both available at: http://www.bureau.tohoku.ac.jp/kenkyo/fb/education.html

THUORENB T, ASKEOFEELELTHINBTEL O OTHEHT A EATELLTVEY . 1B OBRICRELADFERBOBRT, IEH-EEITOLVTI15~
SOBFMICIRRB LR ERRNAE (FE - BERE) 30~ 158, IR, RERURE IOV TIEI0~45HHDIREE SR ERFENHE(FE-BERE) 15~

ORI TY,

One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of preparation
and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of

class.
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