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Introduction to Language Sciences (English)

In this course, we will look at the fundamental fields of linguistics such as phonology, morphology, syntax, typology and sociolinguistics,
while focusing on the Japanese language as a case study.

The goal of this class is for students to gain a basic understanding of the fundamental fields of linguistics and to acquire the skills to solve

The course is planned to proceed according to the following schedule. Adjustments may be made to
the schedule to accommodate students’ individual interests. In addition to practice questions given
in class, students will be given homework assignments each week.

Week 1: Introduction to linguistics

Week 2: Origins, affiliation and typology of the Japanese language

Week 3: Phonology I: Fundamentals

Week 4: Phonology II: Phonotactics and accent

Week 5: Morphology and syntax I: Parts of speech and word order

Week 6: Morphology and syntax II: Verbal morphology

Week 7: Orthography I: Writing systems of the world

Week 8: Orthography II: Japanese writing

Week 9: Lexicon and word formation I: Derivation, affixation and compounding

Week 10: Lexicon and word formation II: Lexical realms in Japanese

Week 11: Sociolinguistics I: Gender, age, social class and register

Week 12: Sociolinguistics II: Honorifics and anti—honorifics in Japanese

Week 13: Language contact I: Loanwords and borrowing

Week 14: Language contact II: Dialect formation in Japanese

Week 15: Language policy: The history of government language reform in Japan

There will be a take—home exam including a short report assigned at the end of the
semester.
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FAEET AT Grades will be calculated as follows:
ik Class participation: 30%
/Evaluation | Homework assignments: 30%
Method | Final exam (take—home): 40%

/Textsbook : Irwin, Mark & Zisk, Matthew. 2019. Japanese Linguistics. Tokyo: Asakura Publishing.
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2 Students will be assigned readings from the textbook each week for homework and are required to actively engage in an online discussion
/Preparation about the class and textbook with their classmates and instructor.

and Review |

ZDith This class will be conducted live, both in person and over Zoom for students who cannot enter Japan. While this class is conducted in
/In addition | English, students are free to submit all assignments, including the final exam, in Japanese.
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time
and 30-15 hours of preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical training, and practical skill classes, one credit consists
of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of class.
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One-—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of preparation

and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15—-0 hours of preparation and review outside of

class.



