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/Class | History of the Japanese Language |
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é%?ﬁi% In this class, we will learn about the history of the Japanese language from the perspective of phonology, grammar, lexicon, writing, dialect
/Object and formation and language contact. After discussing the origins and affiliation of the Japanese language, we will look at the various changes

) | that shaped the language starting in the Nara period (8th century) and covering all the way up to the end of the Edo period (17th to mid—

S;ngr::;‘y 19th century).

HERE The goal of this course is to gain a basic understanding of the major events and developments throughout history that shaped the
7Goal 0? | Japanese language. At the same time, students taking this course will acquire the skills necessary to conduct basic historical linguistic
Study | research about the Japanese language and languages in general.
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/ECEqr;tﬁr{tf = The course is planned to proceed according to the following schedule. Adjustments may be made to the schedule to accommodate
andopr::gr:ss' = students’ individual interests. In addition to practice questions given in class, students will be given homework assignments each
schedule | | week.

of class T - — - - - = ——— S R

1. Week 1 Introduction to Japanese historical linguistics

| 2. Week 2 Origins and affiliation of the Japanese language

| 3. Week 3 Old Japanese I: Sources and phonology

4. Week 4 Old Japanese II. Grammar, lexicon and dialects
| 5. Week 5 Old Japanese III: Writing and orthography (including the adoption of kanji)

| 6. Week6 Japanese historical linguistics research methods I: Pre—modern dictionaries

BEAS- 7. Week 7 Early Middle Japanese I: Sources and phonology

Be-AE | - - —— ——— —— —— ——— ——— ——— ———
gr?dogrggrt:ss | 8. Week 8 Early Middle Japanese II: Grammar, lexicon and dialects
schedule | = — - - - - - - -
of class 9. Week 9 Early Middle Japanese III: Writing and orthography (the birth of kana and kanbun kundoku)
10. Week 10 Early Middle Japanese IV: The 'sinification’ of Japanese (the influence of kanbun kundoku on the Japanese language)
1 11. Week 11 Japanese historical linguistics research methods II: Concordances and online corpora
12. Week 12 Late Middle Japanese I: Sources and phonology
13. Week 13 Late Middle Japanese II. Grammar, lexicon, dialects and writing and orthography
1 14. Week 14 Early Modern Japanese I: Sources and phonology
15. Week 15 Early Modern Japanese II: Grammar, lexicon, dialects and writing and orthography
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/Gontents .| EAB& There will be a take—home exam including a short report assigned at the end of the semester.
and progress |
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ﬁf\ﬁgﬂﬁf Grades will be calculated as follows:

Hi& Class participation: 30%

/Evaluation | Homework assignments: 30%

Method | Final exam (take—home): 40%

HBRE

HEY

SEE There is no assigned textbook for this class. Instead, students will be given PDFs of papers and book chapters on the history of the

/Textbook | Japanese language or historical linguistics in general to read for homework each week.

and |

references
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2iE Students will be assigned readings from the textbook each week for homework and are required to actively engage in an online discussion

/Preparation forum about the class and textbook with their classmates and instructor.

and Review |

Z0OHh This class will be conducted entirely online through Google Classroom and Zoom while the BCP (Business Continuity Plan) level of the

/In addition | university is at 2 or above. If the BCP level is lowered to 1, then we may switch to live classes, depending on how many students are able
| to attend.
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One—credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time
and 30-15 hours of preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical training, and practical skill classes, one credit consists
of 30—-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of class.




