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“Liveability” of regional cities and SDGs
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| The purpose of this course is to learn the impact of globalization on society by exploring contemporary social issues in regional cities.
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Especially, the course focuses on the “liveability” of a city by introducing the SDGs concept to discuss and think about the future of
regional cities in harmony with economy and environment. Through the meaningful interaction, students will explore, analyze and discuss
contemporary issues in regional cities by collaboration with their peers with different cultural backgrounds. The sessions will be conducted
mainly in English, and in Japanese as a supplementary use.
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After completion of this course, students are expected to:

~describe your own ideas for contemporary issues in regional cities through examining various problems from a global perspective.
~develop a readiness to participate in the global society through active listening to others and expressing own ideas through intercultural
collaborative learning with peers from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

»enhance thinking skills by encouraging communication with others.
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| This course consists of online and in—person sessions. In the online sessions, synchronous and asynchronous studies are designed by

using educational online tools. The sessions are synchronous that students participate online or in—person on Tuesdays 3rd period (1:00—
2:30 pm, JST). In asynchronous studies outside of the classes, students use various educational online tools to do self-learning and to do
group work with their peers.

Sessions are constructed mainly by project—based group study. The project to learn regional cities is partly planned and conducted by
collaborative learning with students at partner universities overseas (sometimes at outside of the class time). The learning output will be a
presentation and individual reports. The schedule is subject to change.

1) Introduction

2) Deciding your project

3-4) Online group work with students at a partner university overseas (at outside of session time)
5) Mini workshop: Understanding SDGs

6) Lecture and group work on SDGs

7) Guest speaker

8) Online exchange with students at a partner university overseas (1)

9) Online exchange with students at a partner university overseas (2)

10) Online exchange with students at a partner university overseas (3)

11) Reflective session on the intercultural collaborative learning with students at partner universities
12) Preparing for the presentation

13) Elaborating your project (1)

14) Elaborating your project (2)

15) Final presentation/ Reflection of the course
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Assessment of your performance will be determined as follows:

1. Attendance and class participation: 40%

Attendance of all sessions and active participation in synchronous and asynchronous study are evaluated. Every student will be allowed up
to two excused absences. Two late arrivals (10 minutes or more) or early leaves will be equal one absence. Absence from two classes
cannot expect a grade of “A” and higher in this course. Three missed classes will equal to a failing grade. Please be advised that students
absent from classes more than three times will not receive course credits.

If a student wishes to be excused from a class due to unavoidable reasons, such as illness or a family emergency, it is the responsibility of
the student to inform the instructor of the absence by email as soon as possible (preferably before the expected absence). Students are
responsible for ensuring that their schedule allows them to come to class on time.

2. Group or pair project: 40% (Including intercultural collaborative work with partner university students)

Students will make groups or pairs to plan and operate the project by deciding a topic that is related to “liveability”, summarizing what the
| topic is and what they found through research activities. Students will provide a final presentation by using presentation software (e.g.

Powerpoint). The assessment will emphasize on the process of collaborative thinking firstly, and the output of the project as a secondary

concern. The instructor will provide more guidelines regarding the project outline and points of assessment at appropriate sessions.

3. Paper Assignment: 20%

Students will write a paper assignment. Specific topics can be chosen by their learning experience in the course, while the paper should

include findings and insights from lectures, discussions, readings and any available resources with the proper use of citations.

The details of the assignment will be announced in the sessions. Students can choose English or Japanese to write the assignment. The
| writing assignments will be evaluated from various aspects including conciseness, completeness, the concluding treatment of your topic,

and logical consistency. The paper assignments must be submitted by the specified due date to the instructor.

Grades for the course will be assigned as follows:
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ZEMRIS | Group or pair work, writing assignments and reading will be given to participating students as preparation and review. The details will be
FE announced in the sessions.
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Iy Yes. Please bring your own computer with you from the first session.
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' This course consists of synchronous online and face—to—face sessions. Face—to—face sessions are subject to change, depending on

| Tohoku University’'s COVID-19 preventive measures (BCP).

| The maximum number of students for this course is fixed at twenty due to the convenience of the PBL teaching and learning. If there are
more applicants than places, participants will be selected by short essay writing.
Participation in the group work out of classes is required.
English is the main language of instruction in this course. Japanese is also used according to circumstances. If translation is necessary, it
will be given by the participating students.

ZDith Students of TGL will gain 2 points after a completion of the prescribed conditions of this course and earn credit.
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time
and 30-15 hours of preparation and review outside of class. In laboratory, practical training, and practical skill classes, one credit consists
of 30—-45 hours of class time and 15—0 hours of preparation and review outside of class.
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