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This course aims to explore aspects of Japanese traditional culture to enhance the students’ understanding of the origin of modern Japanese
society and the perspectives of the Japanese people. This course is conducted in English and targets both international and domestic students.
For international students, it will provide opportunities to develop their understanding of Japanese culture and to experience it. For domestic
students, it will provide opportunities to re—discover Japanese culture.

1. Students will gain fundamental knowledge of Japanese traditional culture.
2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of Japanese traditional culture.
3. Students will effectively engage in interpersonal communication, and exchange opinions and information.

[Information updated on April 6, 2021]
Google Classroom Code: ifitupy

This course consists of three parts: (1) lectures, (2) experience in and demonstrations of traditional Japanese culture, and (3) reflection.
Professionals from each area are invited to offer lectures on traditional culture. This course also provides students with opportunities to
experience Japanese culture inside and outside the classroom.

1) Introduction 4/13 [Online synchronous meeting]

2) Annual events in Japan/ Group activities 4/20 [Online synchronous meeting]

3) Furoshiki (J&L 2 £%) /Wrapping culture in Japan 4/27 [On-site classroom & online synchronous meeting]

*No class on Tuesday, May 4th, 2021 (National holiday)

4) Kimono (&%) /Traditional clothing 5/11 [On-site classroom meeting & online synchronous meeting]

5) Japanese culture individual project 5/18 [Online synchronous meeting]

6) Kado (¥3#) /Traditional Japanese flower arrangement 5/25 [On-site classroom meeting & online synchronous meeting]
7) Preparation for group presentation 6/1 [Online synchronous meeting]

8) Chado (%3&) /Tea ceremony 6/8 [On-site classroom meeting & online synchronous meeting]

9) Japanese culture individual project 6/15 [Online synchronous meeting]

10) Nihonbuyo (A A £F 1) /Classical Japanese dance 6/22 [On-site classroom meeting & online synchronous meeting]
11) Origami (3TY#&) /The art of paper folding (Tentative) 6/29 [Online synchronous meeting]

12) Presentation (Japanese culture workshop conducted by students) 7/6 [Online synchronous meeting]

13) Presentation (Japanese culture workshop conducted by students) 7/13 [Online synchronous meeting]

14) Presentation (Japanese culture workshop conducted by students) 7/20 [Online synchronous meeting]

15) Presentation (Japanese culture workshop conducted by students)/Class wrap—up 7/27[Online synchronous meeting]
*No class on Tuesday, August 3, 2021

[IMPORTANT])

*This course will be conducted in a hybrid format, a combination of on—site classroom meeting and online synchronous meeting. However, due
to the University’s BCP (Tohoku University Emergency Action plan) level, the instruction format may change.

*On-site classroom meetings and online synchronous meetings are conducted on Tuesdays, 4:20p.m. — 5:50p.m.(JST).

*MANDATORY attendance at the first class meeting (April 13th).

*This course CANNOT accept students who join from the second week.

*Please enroll in the following class listed on Google classroom (you will need to use your Tohoku university DC email account) by Monday,
April 12th, 2021.

Class: Understanding Japan through Traditional Japanese Culture

Class code: ifitupy

*Online meetings will be conducted via zoom.

*Thu URL of the first zoom meeting will be posted on Google Classroom.

X The schedule and topics are subject to change according to the availability of the guest speakers. Please check the latest syllabus online
BEFORE you enroll in this course.

Students will be assessed and graded based on the following:
Attendance 20%
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Active participation 10%

Group presentation 20%

Homework assignments and tasks 25%
Final report 25%

Two (2) late arrivals (more than 20 minutes late) or early leaves equal one (1) absence.
More than four (4) absences (unexcused) will result in a fail ("D”= 0~59%) for the course grade.

Students are expected to participate in group work outside of the class.

Yes (for the online synchronous meetings)

References (handouts) are provided, when needed.

You must attend the first class session. This course CANNOT accept students who join from the second week.

This class is an international co—learning course. For international students, priority will be given to the following student status:

1. First-year undergraduate students enrolled in the Future Global Leadership (FGL) program.

2. International Program in Liberal Arts (IPLA) program students who will not extend their studies at Tohoku University in the fall semester,
2021.

The maximum number of participants for this course is 25. If there are more applicants than places, participants will be selected by lottery.
Office hours are from 11a.m. to 1p.m.(JST) on Wednesdays. Face—to—face or synchronous meetings by videoconferencing can be arranged by
appointment. The contact information for the lecturer will be given in class.
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