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Google Classroom classroom code: vt2c6rg.

This course will be taught online via Google Classroom. All class sessions except for the orientation will be taught real-time (Mondays 16:20—
17:50)

If you have any questions, please contact me at roots.maia.b8@tohoku.ac.jp.

The orientation session for this class will be uploaded as an on—demand video, and will be uploaded on Google Classroom on Monday 5th April.
Make sure to watch the video before you decide whether to attend this class and before attending the first real-time class the following week
(April 12th).

Japanese Law and Society

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND OUTLINE:

This course will serve both as an introduction to Japanese law to those who are new to the subject, and a chance to analyze and discuss a
wide range of issues in Japanese law and gain a more global perspective for those who have already taken courses in Japanese law. After
learning/reviewing some basic concepts, we will be discussing a range of specific topics in different areas of Japanese law. Please note that
this year there will be much more family law content (and fewer other topics) than previous years (see Preliminary Class Schedule below on
details of topics that will be explored in this seminar). Where appropriate, comparative perspectives from other countries will be introduced. The
aim of this seminar is to (1) acquire/review the basic concepts of (Japanese) law, (2) deepen the participants’ understanding of Japanese law
and Japanese society, and (3) provide a global perspective on social issues in Japan and on the approach of Japanese law in tackling these
issues.

GOAL OF STUDY:

Students will learn/review the basic concepts and characteristics of various areas of (Japanese) law, as well as discuss specific current topics
in Japanese law. By the end of the class, students will be able to analyze and discuss various current and classical topics in Japanese law and
society from a comparative and global perspective.

CONTENTS, METHOD AND PROGRESS SCHEDULE:

Class sessions will be a mix of lectures and seminars (mostly seminars). Active student participation, including in the form of class and group
discussion, will be required during each session. Furthermore, students are expected to fill in “preparation sheets” based on reading
assignments. These will serve as preparation and aid for class/group discussion, and will also be carefully read and graded by the lecturer.
Finally, students are required to make a presentation in class.

Preliminary Class Schedule:

. Orientation (on—demand video)

. Introduction to Japanese Law (some history and general concepts) (*1st real-time class, April12th)
. Japanese Courts and Judiciary

. Topics: The Not—So—Legal Motherhood — Surrogacy in Japan

. Topics: I Don’ t Love you Anymore! — Judicial divorce (grounds) in Japan

. Topics: But I Didn’ t Sign Anything! — Multicultural families and divorce in Japan

. Topics: But I’ m a Girl' — Transgender persons and the law in Japan

. Topics: Will You Be My Registered Partner? — Same—sex marriage in Japan

Topics: Too young to drink but old enough to go to prison? — Juvenile delinquency in Japan
10. Who Should Take Care of Grandpa? — Support and care for the elderly in Japan

11. The Japanese Do Not Go To Court — Japan as a non-litigious society (?) (1)
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12. The Japanese Do Not Go To Court — Japan as a non-litigious society (?) (2)

13. Student presentations

14. Student presentations

15. Student presentations

* The contents of the syllabus may be slightly altered due to factors such as the number of students who end up taking this class.

GRADING CRITERIA:

Class participation: 35%

Preparation sheets and other assignments: 45%
Presentation: 20%

TEXTBOOKS AND REFERENCES:
There is no assigned textbook. Course material will be provided by lecturer.

Some Classics and Useful References:

H. Oda Japanese Law 3rd ed. (Oxford Univ. Press 2009);

Milhaupt/Ramseyer/West The Japanese Legal System: Cases, Codes and Commentary 2nd ed. (Foundation Press, 2012);

K. L. Port, G. P. McAlinn, S. Mehra, Comparative Law — Law and the Process of Law in Japan 3rd ed. (Carolina Academic Press, 2015)

Waseda Bulletin of Comparative Law (annual English language publication introducing the newest developments in Japanese law. Accessible at
http://www.waseda.jp/folaw/icl/public/bulletin/)

The Ministry of Justice, Japanese Law Translation Database System http://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.ip/?re=2 (this is the most “official”
English translation of Japanese laws out there.)

WORK TO BE DONE OUTSIDE OF CLASS:
Students are required to prepare thoroughly for each class by reading the assigned materials and completing any written assignments. As
students are also required to give a presentation in class, they will need to do research and prepare for the presentation outside of class time.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

This course will be conducted in English.

All students wishing to register for this course should note that attendance in all of the sessions is mandatory, and absences without a good
reason and without notifying the lecturer in advance will result in failing the course.
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