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Universities in Japan and the World

This course is intended to generate a comprehensive understanding of the global context of universities in Japan and the world. Universities
and higher education play an essential role in contemporary knowledge—based societies. At the same time, the characteristics of current
universities are inevitably linked with their historical contexts, issues of access and equity, and mobility perceived as brain gain/drain and brain
circulation. This class covers the following topics: (1) historical origins and current trends of higher education, (2) access, equity and finance in
higher education, (3) knowledge economy and higher education, and (4) international dimensions of higher education. Across these topics,
participants are expected to examine the role and value of universities in Japan and the world. This class provides a good opportunity to
understand the international context of your university life.

This course aims at the acquisition of basic knowledge, perspectives, and skills for making the most use of the learning experience at
universities in the international context. Through active participation in presentations and discussions, students are expected to acquire English
communication skills in a multicultural setting, methodologies of comparative studies, and critical thinking skills.
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This course contains classes based on instruction and discussion, and presentations by individuals or groups (depending on the number of
students). Students are expected to do the reading assignments prior to the class, and be prepared to express original comments and thoughts.
They are also requested to make presentations based on assigned topics. Active discussions are highly encouraged through the whole course.

1) April 12

Overview of the class. Setting the themes and topics.

2) April 19

Historical origin and current trends of higher education (1)
Ancient/Medieval Europe

Modern higher education and nation—states: France, Germany & UK
3) April 26

Historical origin and current trends of higher education (2)
Modern higher education and nation—states: the US, Japan & China
4) May 10

Historical origin and current trends of higher education (3)
Asia Pacific

5) May 17

Historical origin and current trends of higher education (4)
Latin America and Africa

6) May 24

Interim presentation (1)

What are the unique characteristics of universities in Japan?
7) May 31

Access, equity and articulation in higher education

8) June 7

Finance: public and private/grants and loans

9) June 14

Knowledge economy and higher education (1)

Role of international organizations

Bilateral and regional cooperation

10) June 21

Knowledge economy and higher education (2)

Research and development

Brain drain, brain gain, brain circulation

11) June 28

Knowledge economy and higher education (3)

Higher education and trade

Internationalization of higher education




University networks, consortiums

12) July 5

Interim presentation (2)

What are the challenges for universities in Japan and the world?
13) July 12

New trends in international dimensions of higher education (1)
Assessment of higher education performance

Accreditation, rankings, classification

14) July 19

New trends in international dimensions of higher education (2)
International cooperation

15) July 26

Final presentation

Reformation plan for universities in Japan and the world

16) August 2

Writing the final report
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This class is conducted online.

é%néa;gi@ Email: akiyoshi.yonezawa.a4@tohoku.ac.jp
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Z Dt We will use online communication tools to prevent transmission of COVID-19.
/In Addition | Please contact me by email if you are interested in participating.
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