
Subject Japanese Society and Culture B  

Day/Period/Place 
Spring Semester - First half Tue 1 川北キャンパスＡ１０１
Spring Semester - First half Fri 3 川北キャンパスＡ１０１

Categories General Education Subjects - Expansion Subjects-  

Credit(s) 2  

Object 全  

Instructor (Position) 林　聖太　所属：高度教養教育・学生支援機構  

Term １年次以上第１クォーター 

Course Numbering ZDG-GLB804E  

Language
Used in
Course 

English 

Class
Subject 

【展開ゼミ】Understanding Japan through Miyagi’s Traditional Culture (Sparrow Dance) 
宮城の伝統文化すずめ踊りを通して、日本を知る ‐国際共修ゼミ‐  

Object and
Summary 
of Class 

This course aims to explore the traditional phases of Japanese culture to enhance the students' understanding of the origin of modern 
Japanese society and the mentality of the Japanese people. The course focuses on the traditional culture of Miyagi prefecture, on the basis 
that understanding the local area is an important part of being global. In this course, students will learn about and discuss several concepts of 
Japanese culture and then analyze Suzume Odori (Sparrow Dance) using the cultural concepts discussed. Students will also learn how to 
dance Suzume Odori by watching video.  

Goal of
Study 

Students will be able to:
1) describe what the Suzume Odori and Sendai Aoba Festival are.
2) discuss modern Japanese society through Japanese cultural concepts.
3) analyze the Suzume Odori using these concepts.

Contents 
and 
Progress
Schedule 
of the Class 

This course consists of three parts: (1) experience and demonstrations of traditional Japanese culture, (2) learn about and discuss cultural 
concepts and (3) analysis using these concepts.

Tuesday class: No online meeting (Please watch uploaded video and follow the instruction)
Friday class: Online meeting 1:00pm-2:30pm

Schedule
Before May 1
Course Overview 
@ ISTU (Watch Video)

Friday, May 1, 1:00pm- 
What is "Culture"? 
@ Google Hangouts Meet

Friday, May 8, 1:00pm- 
Discussion: Suzume Odori / Sendai Aoba Festival / Festivals of your country 
@ Google Hangouts Meet

Tuesday, May 12 
Suzume Odori ①
@ Google Classroom (Watch Video) 

Friday, May 15, 1:00pm- 
Discussion ① 集団意識 / Japanese group consciousness
@ Google Hangouts Meet

Tuesday, May 19 
Suzume Odori ②
@ Google Classroom (Watch Video)

Friday, May 22, 1:00pm- 
Discussion ② 頑張り/ Japanese patience and determination 
@ Google Hangouts Meet

Tuesday, May 26 
Suzume Odori ③ 
@ Google Classroom (Watch Video) 

Friday, May 29, 1:00pm- 
Discussion ③ 道 / The DO sprit of Japan 
@ Google Hangouts Meet

Friday, June 5, 1:00pm- 
Reflection
@ Google Hangouts Meet

Course Code: CB21125 / Understanding Japan through Miyagi’s Traditional Culture: Sparrow Dance (Set with Friday) 



【IMPORTANT】
※ First online meeting is May 1st. 
※ Lectures and discussions are delivered mostly in English.
※ Lectures and discussions will hold via online meeting “Google Hangouts Meet”.

Before your first online meeting
Online meeting will be held via “Google Hangouts Meet”. 
Please see instruction below. 

https://sites.google.com/view/teleclass-tohoku/forstudents
（Click “English version”）

https://support.google.com/meet/answer/9303069?hl=en&ref_topic=7192926 
Test your microphone, speaker (or headset) and webcam on your computer.
Schedule a practice meeting with a willing participant to help you become more familiar with the application.  

Evaluation
Method 

Students will be assessed and graded based on active participation (40%), homework (20%) and the final report (40%). The details of the 
assessment will be provided in class.  

Textbook
and 
References 

No Title Author Publisher Year ISBN/ISSN Classification 

1. 
『The Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary 
Japanese Culture』  

Roger J. Davies & 
Osamu Ikeno  

Tuttle 
Publishing  

2002  
978-
0804832953

ＵＲＬ 

Aoba Matsuri Trailer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jh6ov5hNjeg&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-29-ixi03Kg

Preparation
and Review 

Students are required to watch uploaded videos and follow the instruction for the Tuesday class.  

Practical
business 

〇  

Students
must bring
their own
computers
to class
[Yes / No] 

YES: Friday class is online meeting  

Contact
(Email, etc.)

*Insert "@"
in the 
address.

E-mail: shota.hayashi.b6◎tohoku.ac.jp (Change◎to@)  

In Addition 
この授業は東北大学グローバルリーダー育成プログラム「TGLプログラム」のTGLポイント対象科目です。
（②国際教養力養成サブプログラム2ポイント）  
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