Course Code: CB44109 / Understanding Japan through Miyagi’ s Traditional Culture: Sendai Tanabata Festival
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This course provides opportunities for both international and local students to develop a better understanding of Miyagi's traditional culture
through learning about the Sendai Tanabata festival. Students will not only learn about the historical background of Sendai and its festival, but
also design and create Tanabata decorations. While this course is on-line, it is not a self-paced independent course. This course also requires
that you interact with your classmates during the online class meetings (Thursdays, 2:40p.m. — 4:10p.m.) through video chats by using Google
Hangouts Meet or Zoom. This course is conducted in English.

1. Students will gain fundamental knowledge of the Sendai Tanabata festival.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of Miyagi's traditional culture, by studying the historical background of the Sendai Tanabata
festival and its meaning to local community.

3. Students will effectively engage in interpersonal communication, and exchange opinions and information.

The contents and schedule are as shown below, but subject to change. (Last updated 04/09/2020)

Week 1: Introduction 5/7 (Online class meeting)

Week 2: Sendai Tanabata festival and decorations 5/14 (Online class meeting)
Week 3: Sendai Tanabata festival 5/21 (Online class meeting)

Guest speaker from Sendai Tanabata Festival Support Association (Tentative)
Week 4: Preparation for presentation on Tanabata decorations design 5/28 (Online class meeting)
Week 5: Group presentations 6/4 (Online class meeting)

Week 6: Group presentations 6/11 (Online class meeting)

Week 7: Obtaining decoration materials 6/18

Week 8: Creation of Tanabata decorations(Final project) 6/25

Week 9: Creation of Tanabata decorations(Final project) 7/2

Week 10: Creation of Tanabata decorations(Final project) 7/9

Week 11: Creation of Tanabata decorations(Final project) 7/16

Week 12: Creation of Tanabata decorations(Final project) 7/23

Week 13: Presentation of the final project 7/30 (Online class meeting)

Week 14: Competition results/Class wrap—up 8/6 (Online class meeting)

[IMPORTANT]

= The first online class meeting will take place at 2:40p.m. on Thursday, May 7th

Please watch the course introduction video (recorded on April 9th) on Internet School of Tohoku University (ISTU) before attending the first
online class meeting.

+Understanding Japan through Miyagi’ s Traditional Culture class on ISTU

https://istudg.dc.tohoku.ac.jp/istudg/L ecture/listview?qsCourse=67806

+Please enroll in the following class listed on Google classroom (you will need to use your Tohoku university DC email account) by Wednesday,
May 6th, 2020.

Class: [Tanabata] Understanding Japan through Miyagi’ s Traditional Culture (Sendai Tanabata Festival)

Class code: hiioin3

=Thu URL of the Google Hangouts Meet will be posted on ISTU and Tanabata Google Classroom website

=Online class meetings will take place at 2:40p.m. on Thursday.

Students will be assessed and graded based on the following:
Attendance and participation 40%

Group presentation 20%

Homework 10%

Final project 30%

Two (2) late arrivals (more than 20 minutes late) or early leaves equal one (1) absence.
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References (handouts) are provided, when needed.
Z0it Office hours are from 11:00 to 13:00 on Wednesdays. Please make an appointment in advance via email or other means.
/In Addition Tohoku University Online Course Guide:
https://sites.google.com/view/teleclass—tohoku/forstudents
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